OHCRA stays home

The Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association, which will boycott the
Sept. | Queen Liliuokalani distance race in Kona, has announced it will
stage its own distance event Aug. 31 off Oahu's Windward side.

The OHCRA Is boycotting the Lilivokalani race for the second year in
a row because host club Kai Opua insists on using a canoe that does
not meet HCRA specifications, sald OHCRA spokesman Chris Faria,

Thirty-four crews are signed up for the OHCRA event, to be part of
the Kuilima Ocean Festival 1950, Faria said.

A 32.mile men's race will start at Kailua Beach Park and finish at
the Kuilima Hotel. A 17-mile women's race will start at the old sugar
mill and also wind up at Kuilima,

The event is open to Hui Wa'a and Surfing Association clubs and high
schoolers. There will be £1.600 in cash prizes and trophies, incluoding a
top prize of $300 to the winning koa cance.

OHCRA coaches veted unanimously to hoyeott the Lilluokalani last
Thursday, Faria saild. It bad been earlier reported that the association
jast Sunday voted 1o go, reversing a previous boycott decision, but
Sunday’s vote was oot authorized, Faria said.

Stiff penaities have been established for OHCRA members who defy
the boycott. Any paddier who races in Kona will be fined $560 and
for one vear. In addition, any club which sends a crew will

00 but will not be suspended. v



