Great Debate has

This started out innocently enough. I
just wanted to find out how on earth —
make that, how on water — a bunch of
paddlers from California could
completely wipe out Hawaii in canoe
races.

Everyone knows that just doesn’t
happen, or if it does, about as often as
a baseball team from Rumania beats
the Yankees. I mean, Hawaii is to
canoeing as Canada is to ice hockey, or
England is to cricket.

Canoeing is as indigenous to Hawaii
as surfing, for Pete’s sake. This is
supposed to be the NFL of canoeing.
and everywhere else is the bush
leagues. | always thought the only sure
way to beat a canoe crew from Hawaii
was with an Evinrude.

So, what's all this about the Imua
Canoe Club winning the men’s race in
record time, and the Balboa Bay Club
winning the women's race at the Queen
Liliuokalani Day Long races Aug. 30 on
the Big Island? In borrowed canoes, no
less!

There must be some mistake, so I
called Chris Faria, past president of

to find out if Hawaii's entries were
paddling with one arm tied behind
their backs, or using broomsticks

Faria said that the reason the
Californians won was because they
were not paddling against Hawaii's
“‘varsity," so to speak. There are 17
canoe clubs on Oahu, including the
state’s strongest, and none of them
entered the Queen Lilivokalani races,
which had the same effect on the event
as the U S. boycott had on the Moscow
Olympics. “We did not have the cream
of the crop in that race,” he said. ‘No,
it wasn’t embarrassing, because the
people in canoe circles know who the
top paddlers are.”

Why wasn't the first string there?
Well, folks, it seems all is not well in
the canoe community. In fact, all is in
an uproar, because, says Faria, the
Kai O Pua Canoe Club on the Big
Island, which sponsors the Queen
Lilivokalani races, insists on using a
canoe that doesn’'t meet Hawaii Canoe
Racing Association specifications that
were established in 1978
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race," said Faria. “They have four
koa canoes and several glass canoes
they can use, but they insist on using
that one canoe. It's part Hawaiian and
part Tahitian (design) and does not
conform to HCRA specifications.” The
canoe is too narrow, he said, and the
narrower the canoe, the faster the
canoe. "“There were between 2,000 and
3.000 people who didn't go to the Big
Island — all because of that canoe "
Faria said the HCRA requirements
are a complicated combination of
measurements that were established
as a result of his investigation in 1977
and 1978. “'I measured every cance |
could find in Hawaii,” he said. *'I took
the minimum and maximum length,
width, depth and we determined

that all canoes had 1o fall between
those specifications. And in late 1978
and 1979, we added measuring the
water line '

However, Mary Jane Kahanamoku,
who has been watching paddlers come
and go in Hawaii for three decades,
says that Faria is wrong: Kai O Pua
does not have one canoe that is too
narrow — Kai O Pua has five. “There
are many (on the Big Island.) We have
two fiber glass canoes that are not

HCRA approved, and three koas that
are very radical Our association has
its own rules and specifications for
canoes,'* she said last night. “We all
belong to the HCRA, but we have our
own rules and do what we wish in our
own races

‘‘What started all this was when the
Tahitians beat us in the Molokai (to
0Oahu) race five or six years ago,"” she
continued  “They (HCRA) didn't want
the narrower canoes (entered), but up
until then it was up to each club to try
and build a faster canoe. Our
association feels slighted. Because the

(narrow) hulls were carved before the
specifications were out, Kai O Pua
asked for consideration, or that they be
used as the narrowest ™

Kahanamoku believes the Great
Canoe Controversy will end in one of
two ways. Either the narrowed canoes
will be adjusted — “They'll almost
have to be laminated," she said — or
“we'll be by ourselves ' In other
words, they'll sphit with the HCRA

As for the Aug. 30 races,
Kahanamoku said that no
revolutionary canoes won anything,
but a revolutionary stroke did . It
seems the paddlers from California use
short, jab-like strokes instead of the
longer strokes preferred by most
Hawanans. The shorter strokes
apparently are more effective because
you can cram 70 of them into a minute
instead of 55 or 60

Kahanamoku says the new method
may change canoeing in Hawaii, but
chances are it won't change it as
drastically, or as fast, as the new
canoes are likely to




