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Vlsmng Paddlers

Gear Up

Watch out Outrigger Canoe Club.
Don’t look back Waikiki Surf Club.
Keep on stroking Hui Nalu. Why?
Because paddling in Saturday’s
Molokai-to-Oahu Aloha Week outrig-
ger canoe race are a band of Califor-
nian and Tahitian athletes who are
determined to win the race in record
time.

‘“If sea conditions are calm, or for
that matter, simply average," said
coach Dennis Campbell of Califor-
nia’'s Imua Outrigger Canoe Club,
“Imua or Balboa Bay should beat
the record by 15 minutes.

“l can say this with confidence,
for I know how both clubs are per-

Jack

Wyatt

forming. I am sure that the race rec-
ord will be broken, I just hope Imua
is the club that breaks it."”

THIRTY-FIVE OUTRIGGER
canoes, including 11 made of koa
and 24 constructed of fiberglass, are
scheduled to depart Molokai's Hale
O Lono Harbor at 7 a.m. on Satur-
day. The first canoe is expected to
arrive at Waikiki's Ft. DeRussy
Beach between 12:30 p.m. and 1 p.m.

In addition to the two California
and 31 Hawaii crews, two Tahitian
teams—Puu Pl_Jg_u and Tiare Roa—
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type stroke which has about the
same quick cadence as the Tahitian
stroke but is more effecient.”

BOTH BALBOA AND Imua clubs
boast several Olympic-class canoe
and kayak paddlers in their crews.

“1 have a feeling,’”” Campbell
added, ‘‘that you'll see big changes
in outrigger canoe paddling tech-
niques as the result of what we've
learned in recent mainland competi-
tion."

Campbell would like to see the Ha-
waiian Canoe Racing Association
regulate visiting clubs and their pad-
dlers.

“My Imua crew are all bonafide
club members," explained the
coach, ‘‘but several of Balboa Bay's
crew are Olympic athletes recruited
especially for this race.

““This season,’’ he continued,
"we've beaten Balboa with regular-
ity in distance racing. Quite frankly,
Balboa has had a dismal year. But
paddling against Balboa's crew of
all-stars in this race, I'm not certain
just how well we’ll do."

In the early years, the annual
Aloha Week classic started at Molo-
kai's tempestuous Kawakiu Beach,
but in 1963 the race start was chang-
ed to the calmer waters of Hale O
Lono Harbor on Molokai's south
shore.

The Molokai-Oahu contest has fin-
ished at several Waikiki locations—
fronting the Meana Hotel, the Duke
Kahanamoku Beach, at Magic Is-
land, and at its current terminus, Ft.
DeRussy Beach.




