Outrigger defends title

They’ll have to see about sea

Defending champion Outrigger Canoe Club
would like EGoPdilotpks" seas E-gnot too flat, not
too monstrous — for the 29th Molokai-to-Oahu
canoe race tomorrow morning.

But OCC and the 30 other clubs entered in the
39-mile race know they should be prepared for
anything.

“We've had the weather change on us so fast it
isn’t funny,"” said Stu Brissette, Outrigger race
chairmah. *'Last year we went out there expect-
ing it to be smoking and it was like a lake.

“We're hoping for moderate conditions,” Bris-
setie said. ‘I don’t think we want a flat sea — it
gets hot — but not a monstrous sea either.

“When it's too big you're constantly worrying
about where the next swell is coming from,” he
said, “and if one hits you broadside you could tip
over. May be good with 8-10-foot swells out
there."

In-between conditions should be good for Outrig-
ger's in-between stroke — a hybrid of the bend-
over, long-pulling Hawaiian stroke and sit-up,
short-pull Tahitian style.

Calm seas are expected to give the edge to the
Tahitian and California entries, both of which use
the Tahitian stroke.

Thirty-five canoes, 24 fiberglass and 11 koa, will
head from Molokai's Hale O Lono Harbor to Fort
DeRussy Beach in the most celebrated event in
long distance paddling.

There will be 20 Hawaiian Canoe Racing Associ-
ation clubs, seven clubs of the Hui Wa'a & Surfing
Association, two clubs from Tahiti and two from
California.

The Tahitian entries are the Pueu Canoe Club of
Tahiti Hele Island and the Tiare Roa Cance Club
of Tuamuatu Island.

Balboa, last year's runnerup, and third-place
Imua of Newport Beach are the entries from Cali-
fornia. Blazing Paddles, the surprise winner of
"18, has since disbanded. \

Not much is known about the crews from Tahi-
ti. The early favorites include Qutrigger, Hui
Nalu and Koolau of Hawaii and the two California
clubs.

“Imua’s looking tough,'’ Brissette said. ‘‘Based
on the records, you'd have to say they're the
toughest from the mainland and we're the favor-
ites from Hawail (Qutrigger is unbeaten in Hawaii
long distance races this year). Man for man, 1
think we have a stronger crew compared to last

year.” —By Andy Yamaguchi



