OCC proved

who’s expert
in paddling

By Andy Yamaguchi
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Football players aren't the only jocks who tape
ca\:lstic newspaper clippings on the locker room
wall.

“It meant a lot when the Imua guys started
shooting off their mouths and saying they're going
to break the record by 15 minutes,” Tom Conner
of the Outrigger Canoe Club said Saturday.

“It" was Outrigger's victory Saturday in the
29th Molokai-to-Oahu canoe race, and Conner, for
one, got great satisfaction out of beating the Imua
Canoe Club of Newport Beach, Calif.

Last week Imua coach Dennis Campbell was
quoted in a newspaper story as saying one of the
two California entries, given normal conditions,
“'should beat the record by 15 minutes. . . . | have
a feeling that you'll be seeing big changes in out-
rigger canoe paddling as a result of what we've
learned in recent mainland competition."

"“That,” Conner said, ‘‘provided the extra incen-
tive we needed. “They think they're the only ones
who know anything about paddling.'* With Conner
steering the entire six-hour, 39-mile race. OCC
took its second consecutive Molokai title and its
fourth in the last six years.
¢ Off Shore of Newport Beach was second, Hui
Eulu third and Imua fourth. Imua was the first

0a canoe crew to finish.

| Even more critical than extra incentive was the
mishap-free race Outrigger enjoyed while its
¢hief competitors were foiled by mechanical prob-
lems or Mother Nature.

| Six Imua paddlers had to “iron-man" it for al-
most two hours when its escort boat, which
darried their three relief paddlers, broke down.
Paddlers generally are relieved every 20-30

inutes.

1 Off Shore spent about five minutes in mid-race
repairing a broken ama (outrigger arm). As it
turned out. Outrigger beat them by only two
minutes and 16 seconds.

| Hui Nalu's problem was perhaps the most frus-
trating. The state short-course champs led or
shared the lead for the first 28 miles. But when it
was time to veer toward Oahu, unpredicted cur-
rents kept Hui Nalu virtually stranded.

{ “It's really disappointing,” said Hui Nalu
steersman Brant Ackerman, who went the whole
way. “We were ahead the whole way until Koko
Head. then saw a quarter-mile lead go to a
quarter-mile deficit in 15 minutes."

* That left the race to OCC and Off Shore, which
Had caught up just as they approached Koko
Head.

. “When we heard they were coming up it really
lit a fire under us,” Conner said. ‘Fortunately, it
was at a part of the race where we were ready to
run downhill.”” OCC blazed away from Off Shore
when it reached Koko Head, turned south and
rode the swells in to DeRussy

“The day's closest finish was between Lanikai
and Koolau for sixth place. As thousands on the
shore cheered both of them on, Lanikai prevailed
by-a two-second margin

**We came together at Diamond Head and were
fighting the rest of the way,” said Dr. Howard
Keller of Lanikai. “Sometimes you find a little
exXtra juice "

NBC had film crews in boats and helicopters to
film the race for a “'SportsWorld' segment to be
aired sometime in January.

Among the sights they captured were the
exquisitely-timed exchanges by relief paddlers. A
cdnoe would maintain its speed while the reliev-
ers would hop in and begin paddling with an inter-
ruption of less than five seconds




