Womén Set for Molokai Challehge
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Although women have yet to crack
the all-male Olympic marathon
event, women paddlers in Hawaii, it
appears, have made great strides to-
ward equality

On Sunday

+ despite past chauvinis-
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ties grumbiings about women invad-
ing man’s last bastion of the sea, 17
all-women outrigger canoe racing
crews will stroke their way from
Molokai to Oahu in their second con-
secutive Na Wahine O Ke Kai race
"Unlike the male skepticism of

last year.” race director Hannie
Anderson said, “for Sunday’s cross-
channel event the men have actuall,
been supportive

““They've helped train crews, the
men will man the escort boats, plus
they'll be lending a hand at the
start, and at the finish. I haven't run
into any chauvinistic problems this
year.”

IN LAST YEAR'S inaugural race,
when all 17 women's crews safely
completed the 39-mile course with
apparent ease, male canoe-race fol-
lowers felt that the women came out
lucky because the channel was so
calm,

So with Sunday's crossing and
with the channel tradewinds freshen-
ing and seas beginning to build, the
women will be watched by water-
front chauvinists stroke by stroke.
The Na Wahine O Ke Kai race
begins at 7 a.m. from Molokai's Hale
O Lono Harbor and it will finish ap-
proximately 1:30 p.m. at Waikiki's
Ft. DeRussy Beach.

1 would like to see bigger swells
than last year,” said Anne Hogan,
the steersman of defending cham-
pion Outrigger Canoe Club.

“However. 1 hope that the waves

are not that big where canoes will
swamp and the crew changes be-
come dangerous. Because the Main-
land teams are perhaps more accus-
tom to flatter water, good surfing
waves will favor our Island crews.”

The 24-year-old Hogan, who helped
steer Outrigger to victory last year,
expects her closest competition to
come from California’s Balboa Bay
and two Island clubs—Healani and
Hui Nalu,

“I'M SURE THE race will be
more competitive this year," Hogan
explained. 1 know that in our par-
ticular crew, performance has im-
proved. Given a break in the weath-
er, 1 expect to beat last year's six-

hour and 35-minpte crossing,’

Outrigger Canoe Club's Connie
Maguire Young, who stroked first
seat on last year's winning crew but
who is passing on Sunday's race.
would like to see the channel's seas
challenging but safe

‘1 feel that the ideal conditions
would be 15-mile-an-hour winds, with
up to 7-foot seas,”” she said, “but
waves much over eight feet would be
too big.

“The oldtimers still talk about the
1966 men's race where 11 of the 22
canoes either broke up, sunk, or
were swamped. With 10 to 15 foot
waves and with winds over 20 miles:
an-hour, that race should have been
postponed.””

]

Race director Anderson, one of the
founders of the sponsoring Na Wa-
hine 0 Ke Kai, said that her commit
tee will work closely with the Coast
Guard regarding safety and if the
channel conditions appear danger-
ous, the race is off. "We aren't out
to prove anything,” she added.

ALTHOUGH LAST year's event
was the first well-organized Molok
Oahu race for women, it wasn't the
first time that women had suce
fully made the crossing. Five years
ago, two all-women crews paddled
thie sometimes hazardous channel
which started the wahines thinking
of bigger things o come.

“Because we've organized every-
thing—{rom securing sponsors, ar-
ranging escort boats, raising fund.
and manning race committees,”*
said Young, '*l think that we've
proven even to the most severe skep-
tic that women can be serious long
ce paddlers. 1 truly believe
that most of the men
of what we are doing and we ap
preciate it
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