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Women’s turn on Molokai channel

How would you feel if your daugh-
ter was paddling 38 miles across the
Molokai channel in a six-person out-
rigger canoe?

Well, Mary Winchester, president
of Na wahine o ke kai — women of
the sea — knows the answer because
last year her 17-year-old daughter
Danielle *‘Pinkie'" Winchester was
one of 228 women who paddled the
course in the first Molokai-to-Oahu
women's canoe race.

‘I felt great about it,"" she said. ‘1
encouraged my daughter to go out
because that was the first race and 1
was very proud of having her out
there. After all, not too many pad-
dlers make the first race. But unless
they've paddled before, parents
don’t realize how much effort you
put into paddling. If they (the par-
ents) are experienced paddlers, they
understand how their children feel."”

Sunday at 7 a.m., 18 wahine crews
will set out once again from Hale O
Lono harbor on Molokai in the sec-
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ond annual women's race, which is
dedicated to Pepe Cook, retired
Molokai ranch manager and long-
time devotee of canoe paddling.

There are two teams from Califor-
nia — the Balboa Bay Club, which
came in second last year, and Pupu
o Hawaii, a San Jose group com-
prised of transplanted local girls
now living there plus San Jose pad-
dlers. Maui has two teams entered,
the Big Island one and Oahu 13.

Morale is high and the canoe clubs
are working together in a spirit of
great cooperation. ‘‘The Waikiki
Surf club is lending the San Jose
club a canoe and providing other as-
sistance,” said Winchester. ‘“We're
calling this assistance project ‘hands
across the sea.”’ She also added,
“We've got a real terrific commit-
tee. It's amazing what women can
do when so much is at stake and
their hearts are in it. Give 'em the
job and they do it.”

What they're about to do isn't

Vulcans regrouping

HILO — There are many small
college volleyball coaches across the
country who would be pleased to
travel 2,500 miles, tackle seven
major college opponents in six days
and come away with three victories.

Sharon Peterson was not and she
said her University of Hawaii at Hilo
squad has a long way to go if it
hopes to successfully defend its na-
tional championship this December.

Based on what she has seen thus
far, Peterson is concerned about de-
fending the western regional title
Hilo won in 1978 and 1979, let alone
the nationals.

The Vuloance rogranned Wadnoo

While Peterson was not pleased by
the seven road matches that left the
Vulcans with a 5-4 season record,
she said there were some bright
spots, such as the upset of Universi-
ty of California in straight games
and the overall spirit.

"“We were mentally and physically
tired," she said of play Saturday
when the Vulcans lost a four-game
decision to San Diego State and then
twice to Stanford. ‘I expected more,
but I realize nine matches in seven
days took its toll."”

One part of her squad that must
pick up the' pace quickly, Peterson
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easy. Whether male or female, any-
one who paddles a Hawaiian outrig-
ger canoe puts a lot of effort into it.
Not only do they have to work out
paddling many hours almost year-
round, but their coaches (usually
senior paddlers from the same
clubs) require them to run, exercise
and follow a rigorous training sched-
ule so that they are fit and in shape
for distance — and weather.

What about the weather? Well,
this year it's not cooperating.

“Yes," said race director Hannie
Anderson, ‘I believe it's gonna be
kinda windy. They (weather fore-
casters) expect 25 knot winds and
eight to 10 foot swells in the channel,
but we hope the good Lord will look
upon us and change that. ““I think
the girls are in good shape. They've
been training for this race since the
season started. They're tops . ..
their changes . . . the way they pad-
dle . .. they're in good condition.
They take it pretty seriously. But if
the Coast Guard advises we should
not go on with the race, the board
would meet and decide what to do,”
she continued.

What they probably would do is
start later in the day or postpone the
race until Monday, according to
Winchester.

Anderson outlined some of the
safety procedures. “Each canoe has
an escort boat and there are four
official boats which form a diamond
shape around the course in case any
assistance is needed. The number

one official boat will have Dr. Phillip
Foti aboard in case of emergency.
We try to make sure we have as
much medical coverage as we need
for the safety of the girls. We've also
worked out with the Coast Guard
Auxiliary to have two or three boats
leave with us from Hale O Lono,
three more will meet us at Maka-
puu, and one more at Diamond
Head. This is gonna be a good race,"
she added.

“But if the ocean is rough . . .
well, it hasn't been rough at all in
the past five years,” said Anderson.
What they all hope for is malie
(calm) water conditions.

No lives have been lost in the 28
years since the men’s race began,
and traditionally they raced in mid-
October when turbulent seas were
more likely. But in 1979 the Aloha
Week sponsors moved the men's
race to September, leaving the
women with the more risky mid-
October date.

If you have never been in the
Molokai channel when the seas are
running, take it from one who has, it
is awesome even in a good size boat.
Watching canoes disappear behind a
swell, a paddler roll over the star-
board side of the canoe to make a
midchannel change, or a lone pad-
dler treading water, with one arm
held overhead for better visibility,
while waiting to be picked up, is im-
pressive.

Winning — even competing — can
be a matter of determination and
fearless strength. OQutrigger Canoe
Club won last year, establishing a
respectable time of six hours, 35
minutes and 14 seconds, just 49
minutes slower than the OCC 1979
men's crew. This year the winning
0CC men’s crew recorded a time of
five hours, 52 minutes and 26 sec-
onds. Given the strong wind and sea
conditions, the women could beat
that and surf in to an exciting finish.




