Bad weather cancels out
women’s Molokai challenge

By Andy Yamaguchi
\idvertiser .\.pnrh W riter

Treacherous conditions in Kaiwi
Channel yesterday forced cancella-
tion of the second Na Wahine O Ke
Kai, the women's Molokai-to-Oahu
outrigger canoe race.

“The Coast Guard Rescue Center
called me yesterday (Saturday)
afternoon and advised us not to have
the race.”” said race director Hannie
Anderson.

The Coast Guard reported 22-foot
waves and 35 mph winds in the chan-
nel, Anderson said. ‘1 think the
highest seas the men have ever had
their race in were 16 feet,”" she said.

Anderson and the race committee
made their final decision yesterday
.morning at 4 after she made final
checks with the Coast Guard and the
Weather Bureau at 3 a.m. '‘We
checked for Monday and the forecast
was worse, so we decided to can-
cel,” she said.

Affected were 17 crews and 153
paddlers. plus an equal number of
officials and support personnel. Two
of the crews — Balboa Bay and
Pupu O Hawaii, a group of former
Hawaii residents now living in San
Jose — came from California.

““It was heartbreaking. but the
girls are ready to come back next
vear."”" Anderson said. ““They (the
paddlers) took it very well. The
coaches told me it was a good deci-
sion. They realized there were many
lives at stake.

““We were just hoping for that
fraction of a miracle that would let

us have the race.”

Anderson said the race committee
has discussed moving up the race to
the calmer waters of September. as
the men have done. She noted. how-
ever, that it would be difficult to
hold the men’'s and women's Molokai
races simultaneously because there
may not be enough canoes available
and a 55-canoe race would be too un-
wieldy

Dial-a-time hearing
set for Wednesday

A public hearing to consider the
new dial-a-time phone reservations
system at Ala Wai Golf Course has
been scheduled for this Wednesday
Oct. 15, at 2 pim. in the Liquor Com""
mission Hearing Room.

The system, now on trial through
Nov. 15, ¢annot be Kept on perma-
nently unless a public hearing is
held. Anyone who would like to com-
ment on the system should either
present a written statement to the
Parks Department prior to the hear-
ing date or appear in person to testi-
fy.

Ramon Duran. Director of the
Parks and Recreation, said if the
system is adopted it would go into
effect at all the city’'s golf courses —
Makalena, Pali. Kahuku along with
Ala Wai.

The system. in effect since July 15,
i1s based on telephone reservations
for starting times in advance of the
day of play.




