PADDLING CHAMP—Jimmy Dean of Outrigger Canoe Club won overall and open-class honors in the
Dnmoﬁ Head Surfboard Paddling Chumpbnsh!pc off Waikiki Beach yesterday.—Star-Bulletin Photo by John

He’s the ‘Dean’ of Paddllng

By Jock Wyatt
Special to the Star-Bulletin

‘‘This race was a gruel—really not
a lot of fun,” said 19-year-old bikini-
clad Kisi Haine after spending a
wearying two hours and 21 minutes
battling a strong southerly wind and
choppy seas in yesterday’s 10,000
meter (6.2-mile) Diamond Head Surf-
board Paddling Championships off
Waikiki.

‘“‘My neck is sore, my arms are
tired, and I don’t care if I see anoth-
er paddleboard for a while,”’ she
added. “The fun of this race was
when it was over."”

While Haine, a Stanford University
sophomore, found yesterday's
Christmas race a “‘humbug’ paddle,
overall winner and defending cham-
pion Jimmy Dean saw the Waikiki
Surf Club-sponsored event as all
trophies and champagne.

The 30-year-old Dean, who won
last year's Diamond Head paddle,
turned the rugged course in one
hour, 20 minutes and 42 seconds—a
minute and 36 seconds faster . than
second-place finisher Keone Dow-
ning.

ELEVEN PADDLERS, competing
in two divsions, raced from Wai-
kiki's San Souci Beach to Diamond
Head and the wreck buoys and back.

“The. conditions were rougher than
last year,” said Dean, an Outrigger
Canoe Club paddler and swimmer.
“The toughest part of the race was
going out through the surf and the
leg coming back to the finish. I've
been training for this event for three
months. I was up for it."”

While Dean topped the overall and
Open Class scoring, North Shore life-
guard Edmund Pestana, who was
the third paddler to finish, won the
eight-contestant Downing Class.

“I didn't think the conditions were
so rough,” said the 25-year-old pad-
dler, who is used to handling the
much bigger Sunset Beach waves. 1
thought it was pretty neat off Wai-
kiki. But Dean was unbeatable. You
could see that he is a fast swimmer
by his strong paddling stroke.

In yesterday's closest competition,
Downing, who was in third place be-
hind Dean and Pestana on the final

leg to the erowded San Souci Beach
finish, staged an incrediable come-
from-behind sprint to nip Pestana by
less than two seconds.

‘1 WAS 15 YARDS behind Ed-
mund turning into the channel,” ex-
rlamed Downing, ‘‘when I started

king for a better line to come in
on. Pestana caught a wave that he
rode to the right while I followed the
bumps that took me straight in. As
we both arrived at the finish, I had
the momentum."

Leaders—Open Class: 1. Jimmy
Dean 1:20.42; 2. Keone Downing
1:22.18; 3, Matt Kresser 2:00.53.
Downlng Class: 1. Edmund Pestana
1:22.20; 2. Kainoa Downing 1:27.40;
3. Fred Asmus 1:42.25. First Wahme
—Kisi Haine 2:21.11.
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