Trojans keep a strong reign on Rainbows

By Ann Miller

Advertiser Staff Writer

The USC men's volleyball team had all
the right numbers last night — including
the University of Hawaii's.

The Trojans, who were a point away from
losing twice, defeated the Rainbows 9-15,
11-15, 16-14, 15-8, 15-10 in a three-hour
match at Klum Gym. It was the teams’
California Intercollegiate Volleyball Associ-
ation opener. They meet again Friday night
at Klum at 7:30.

In the opening match, Outrigger Cance
Club played exceptionally well — it had to
— to defeat Waseda of Japan, 15-10, 11-15,
15-8, 15-9. The victory gave Outrigger a 2-1
record in the four-team International Vol-
leyball Classic, along with USC. Qutrigger
won the round-robin tournament with a
better game (8-4 to 6-7) record.

The sixth-ranked Rainbows, who lost to
USC in the regional final after beini two
points away from victory last April, had a
large (800 est.), loud crowd behind them
last night. It still wasn’t enough to pull out
their first victory ever over the fifth-rank-

INTRODUCING...
“Punaboy Easy Gas"”

& QUALTY GAS

ed Trojans.

“We had them in the third game." Hawaii
coach Dave Shoji said softly. “I guess we're
still not mature enough to win a match like
that. 1 don’'t know what's wrong. Maybe,
well, T just don’t know.”

Hawaii playeéd well enough to win. But,
in the last 2% games, so did the Trojans.
The two teams are nearly equal. The differ-
ence last night was that the Trojans pla%'ed
well when they absolutely had to. The
Rainbows didn’t.

UH was in control the first two games,
getting most of its kills from an effective
combination offense set by Dan Vrebalovich
and John Hanley. i

USC, behind Steve Rottman's serving,
moved to a 12-9 lead in the third game.
Hawaii fought back behind Hanley and
Pono Maa's powerful hitting to tie it at 12.
The Trojans shanked Jaime Plummer’s next
serve to give Hawaii a 13-12 lead. Maa

crushed a set a few moments later for 14- _

12. That's the way it had gone the first two
games — the Trojans letting down at criti-
cal points. But it stopped here.

Doug Killian (20 kills, 6 blocks, 3 aces)
killed a quick set. The Trojans missed a
serve. Bill Yardley (22 kills, 7 blocks, 3
aces) killed a quick set. The Rainbows’
shanked a pass to drop their lead to 14-13.
They shanked another pass to tie the score.:

Plummer killed a set, but Yardley got
another kill and then went back to serve.
The Rainbows shanked another for a
15-14 USC lead and Adam Hors - a
third-game substitute - stuffed the final’
Trojan point. '

“We made a couple of good moves in the
third game,” USC coach Bob Yoder sai
“My assistant coach, Bill Stetson, caught
some things. Horstman was a good sub and
we started serving short. It took away their-
:ﬁidcue' They were killing us in the mid-
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The Trojans scored the final eight points
— seven on Rottman's serve — to take the
fourth game. Hawaii made three bad errors
in that run.

In the final game, the Rainbows rallied to
tie it at 7-all. Three errors gave USC a 10-7
lead. Maa and Plummer brought Hawaii to
a 10-9 deficit. Then came the final lapse.

With Killian serving, the Rainbows made
two hitting errors for 12-9. Killian served
an ace. Nine serves later Rottman scored
for a 14-10 lead and three serves later Ha-
waii made its final hitting error to lose thé
match.




