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By Andy Yamaguchi

Adeertiser Staff Writer

For years, it seemed the only thing
Hawalian canoe racing’s high chiefs
could agree on was to

Mini-controversies and pelty bicker-
ing often clouded the family-oriented
summertime sport. During the past two
years, there has not been a true state
regatta because the Hawaiian Canoe
Racing Association and the rival Hui
Wa'a & Surfing Association resisted
and held separate championships.

But a “landmark” climate of coopera-
tion is in the air as paddlers for HCRA
and Hui Wa'a prepare for Sunday's
season-‘:remng regattas.

Hui Wa'a has merged, more or less,
with the larger, establishment HCRA
and will participate in a combined
state championship regatta Aug. 13 at
Keehi Lagoon.

The groups will continue to stage
separate regatta seasons.

The merger also is prompting offi-
cials from both groups to standardize
their rules for racing, eligibility and
course dimensions.

Asked to assess the significance of
all this, Oahu HCRA president Mike
Tungsl said, I find it a landmark. . .
The differences have been fewer and
fewer now that we're working things
out by compromise.

“That was really my ambition when
1 took the presidency (two years ago)
— 1o get the organizations to work
together.”

Said Hui Wa'a president Peter Apo:
“We're making some compromises,
HCRA is making some compromises.
The negotiations have really gone
well. 1 was really amazed by the
amount of good faith on both sides.”

Both men said the merger was caus-
ed, in part, by an instinct for survival.
Many in the Hawaiian canoe racing
community felt if they did not get
their act together, the Tahitians and

\noe season ‘starts in

Californians would pass them by.

“We needed to bring about some
standardization within the sport in Ha-
waii,” Apo said. “In terms of the inter-
national body (the newly formed Inter-
national Polynesian Canoe Federation),
it's important to show some unity.”

Said Tongg: “The leaders in the vari-
ous organizations feel this is in the
best interests of the sport.”

Two long-distances races here will
be designated as “international.” On
Aug. 27, Loa‘a Canoe Club will be host
to the Open Canoe Classic off Wind-
ward Oahu. On Sept. 11, the 55-mile
King Kamehameha Classic will be held
off Kona. /

Both races are “open,” meaning
traditional Hawaiian canoe specifica-
tions will be waived. “You'll probably
see the Tahitians bring their own
canoes,” Apo said. *“I'm guessing we're
going to see all kinds of different
canoes.”

Only Hawaiian-designed koa canoes

will be raced in the HCRA champion-
ships. Hui Wa'a clubs without koa
craft will borrow from their HCRA
cousins,

The OHCRA has two new clubs:
Anuenue, which practices at Fort De-
Russy Beach and is led by former
Waikiki Surf Club coach Nappy Na-
poleon; and Surfsports Kayak and
Canoe Club of Hawaii Kai. Ohana O Ke
Kai is inactive this year.

Hui Wa'a has one new club, Waikiki
Yacht Club. Hawaiian Outrigger and
Hawaii Kai are inactive.

Here are the schedules for Qahu
clubs:
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plonships at Keehi Lagoon

Long distance: Aug. 20—Dad Center Wahine wx
race. Lanikai to Outrigger. Aug. 21—Duke Ka- .,
hanamoku Hoe Loa, Magic Island to Lanika: for
men; Wahine Hoe Loa, Lanikai to Bird Isie and ")
back. Sept. 10—Kahikili Hoe Loa, Kualoa to,
Hawai Kai. Sept. 18—Kaena Challenge, Halt
wa to Pokai Bay for men; Wahine Hoe Lo
Pokai Bay 1o Makaha and back. Sept. 25—
Wahine O Ke Kai, women's Molokai to Oahu
race. Oct. 9—Molokai Hoe. men's Moiokai to .
Qahu race

Hui Wa'a and Surfing Assaciation
Regatta: June 12—Lokahi regatta at Kmr -~
Lagoon. June 19—Kamehameha regatta at Kal-, \,
lua. June 26—Hui O Koolauloa regatta at Kaha-,, ~
na Bay. July 3—Kai Po'ha regatta at Haleiwa
Julv 10—Ka Mo'i regatta at Kahe Point. July

Regatta: June 12—King Kamehameha regatta
at Kailua. June 19—Kia Aina O Hawail regatta
at Nanakull. June 26—Pop Waialeale regatta at
Waimanalo. July 4—Walter McFarlane surf
regatta at Waikiki. July 17—John Kaupiko surf
regatta at Waikiki. July 24—Kalanimoku regatta
at Waimea Bay. July 31—Oahu championships
at Keehi Lagoon. Aug. 13—HCRA state cham-

Kai regatta at July.
24 Waikiki Beach Boys regatta at Waikiki. July
30—Hui Wa'a championships at Kaneohe Bay
Aug. 13—HCRA state championships at Keehi™
Lagoon
Long distance: Aug. 27—Loa'a Open Clas-
sic. international races. Men go from Magic
Isiand to Kailua, women go from Kailua to
Heeia Kea Pier




