Outri

By Andy Yamaguchi

\dcertiser Staff Writer

Just when Brant Ackerman
thought it was safe to go back
in the water, he got hurt again.

“Hey, look at this,” Ackerman
said, showing a rival paddler a
dislocated left pinkie at yester-
day's John Kaupiko Regatta off
‘Waikiki Beach. The finger was
mummified in tape, the loser in
a collision with a canoe.

“And 1 haven't even been
near a bike since May,” Acker-
man said, aware of a certain
irony. He is one of the state's
top motorcycle racers as well as
head coach of Outrigger Canoe
Club. He paddles from June
through October, bikes the rest
of the year.

Biking, he will tell you, is
considerably more dangerous.

In last year's Mauna Kea 200,
a two-day endurance race on
the Big Island that is “like
doing Molokai (canoe race) two
days in a row,” Ackerman flip-
ped off his bike, sustaining a
broken left collarbone and torn
tendons in his left shoulder.

The injury forced him to sit
out all of last year's canoe sea-
son. Even now, “once in a
while, when I'm steering (a
canoe), I'll pull it out of the
socket,” he said. “Gotta push it
back in. Just gotta work around

Ackerman's go-for-it attitude
has rejuvenated Outrigger,
which showed it might be ready
to take control of this Oahu
Hawaiian Canoe Racing Associ-
ation season with its 83-62 de-
feat of arch rival Hui Nalu yes-
terday.

It was the biggest margin in
what previously had been a
very competitive OHCRA sea-
son.

Ackerman's ‘'gotta work
around it"" philosophy also help-
ed him through some pretty
rough times as a kid. He was
born with an extremely curved
left leg and a left foot that was
bent backward.

“1 got a lot of razzing as a
little kid,” said Ackerman, 32,
an executive for a sportswear
firm. “I had to wear a leg brace,
and it had one of these fat
shoes. My left leg was 2%
inches shorter than my right.

“But it probably makes you
stronger, If anything, it gives
you an incentive. I think I did
the same thing all the other lit-
tle kids want to do. It didn't

_hold me back.”

“Brant never used it as an ex-
cuse,” said Hui Nalu paddler
Rocky Higgins, a classmate of
Ackerman's at Punahou from
kindergarten through 12th
grade. “He's a super, super
competitor. He played intra-
mural sports, but he wasn't
quite big enough for (varsity)
sports. So he turned to water
sports.

Ackerman, who dreamed of
being a volleyball player, in-
stead got interested in canoes
when he was 10. His parents
were members of Outrigger; his
father is a past president.

When he was 12, he had the
last of a series of operations to
straighten his leg. Free of the
braces, he learned to surf and
became “one of those guys who
was around the water all the
time," Higgins said.
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ger dominates Kaupiko Regatta

Today, aside from a slightly
narrow left calf and a left leg
that is two inches longer — a
bone-marrow operation to
lengthen the leg worked too
well — there are no signs that
Ackerman was crippled.

He was b5-foot-3 and 125
pounds — “the runt of the
class™ when he graduated
from Punahou. Two years later,
he filled out to 5-10, 175 pounds.

Likewise, Outrigger seems
stronger after Ackerman's re-
turn from a two-year “sabbati-
cal" to Hui Nalu, a club on
which he has many friends.

Said teammate Walter Guild,
a former OCC head coach: “He's
broken up the responsibility so
the whole club gets involved.
There’s much more of a club
feeling. And he’s doing things
to make it fun.”

Outrigger won 11 of the
regatta’s 30 races with its new
fiberglass canoe, the Kaiolino.
Designed by Joe Quigg, the Kai-
olino is said to have the sleek-

est shape that HCRA specifica- |
tions will allow i

“It passed the test with flying

olo: Guild said. More canoes |
WII| be made from the Kaioli-
no's mold and sold to other}
clubs. But for this year, at least,|
Kaiolino-class canoes will not be}
eligible for the Molokai to Oahu
race because that event limits
entries to the older ““Malia
mold" canoes.

|

At Waimanalo Beach, ,\'.)1
Keiki O Ka Mo'i, a Waianae-|
based club, won its fifth umx(-n]
utive Hui Wa'‘a and Surfing As-
sociation meet. Ka Mo'i scored |
60 points to outdistance second- |
place Waikiki Beach Boys (43 ]
points) in the Windward Kai |
Regatta, H

Next Sunday's OHCRA Ka
lanimoku Regatta has been
moved from Waimea Bay to
Waiamanalo Beach. The Hui |
Wa'a will paddle in the surf|
Sunday in the Waikiki
Boys Regatta

3each |
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