Regatta Turns into Marathon

Equipment problems and choppy surf
conditions made for a long day at Waimanalo
Beach during yesterday's Oahu Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association's Kalanimoku Regat-
.

“.Drifting lane flags delayed the start of the
‘Hawaiian Warriors-sponsored regatta by 90
~mihutes while rough waters caused six canoes
“t0 flip. thus stretching what is normally a 742-
‘heur event into a 11%-hour marathon.

“ 'And it still wasn't finished when officials

and -tired club members decided to call it a
night at 7:15 p.m. with two events—the senior
‘men and women—yet to be run. Those two
races have been rescheduled for 7 a.m. next
Sunday, prior to OHCRA's state champion-
sh’ilps at Keehi Lagoon.

* The overall championship of yesterday's

régatta also hinges on those two races with 10
points separating the top three “AA" clubs:

Kailua with 51 points, Hui Nalu, 47, and Out-

ri%er. 41.

ui Lanakila assured itself of the "A"
championship with a 36-point total, outdistanc-
ing Kai Oni, which finished with 25 points. |

A group of paddlers from the Hawaii As-
sociation of Blind Athletes also competed in
an exhibition race against a group of OHCRA
officials. With Hawaiian Warriors Coach Rich-
ard “Babe" Bell steering and calling the ca-
dence, the five paddlers had no problems
finishing the Y4-mile race. The officials, how-
ever, flipped their canoe about 12 strokes into
the race.

Officials last night said the regatta, which
honored canoe builder Wright Bowman, set a
record for length. Last year's Walter Macfar-
lane Race off Waikiki Beach previously held
the distinction of being the longest at about
nine hours.




