Switches expected in races

This is the weekend that canoe racing’s
underdogs could get their day in the sun.

At the Hui Wa‘a and Surfing Association
championships today, and the Oahu Hawai-
ian Canoe Racing Association champion-
ships tomorrow, the little guys could pre-
vail through what amounts to a loophole in
the rules.

The loophole is called “moving up”, the
practice of. individual paddlers or entire
crews competing in one race, then moving
up to the next age-group race.

Because moving up is a one-way street —
once at a certain level, paddlers cannot go
back down = coaches usually save it for
big meets.

But if manipulated wisely, a small but
talented club can use its paddlers in several
races and defeat the established powers.

“It's gonna be an interesting day,” Kailua
Canoe Club coach Randy Sylva said of the
OHCRA meet. “You're going to see clubs
making all these adjustments. Outrigger and
Hui Nalu have just been waiting for us to

bring our undefeated junior women up. ]
“If they win both the junior and senior .
races, that would be 15 points right there ..
out of one crew.” =
At the Hui Wa‘a championships, Na Keiki
0O Ka Mo'i of Waianae has a six-regatta
winning streak and the most depth, but
Kamehameha, Lokahi and Loa‘'a could sur-
prise. ¢
Two years ago, Loa‘'a coach Bobby Wil
son had two girls crews paddle three races
each and upset Kaneohe. Last year, Hanalej---
Civic Canoe Club came from nowhere to
win the state regatta after coach Nick Beck
had many of his members compete in three
or four races.

s+ The Hui Wa'a charﬁpionship begins at 9.

am. today. Spectators can reach the race .
site by driving through the main gate of.
Kaneohe Marine Corps Air Station.
The OHCRA championships begin at 8:30 -
a.m. tomorrow at dusty Keehi Lagoon. '

— Andy Yamaguchi »



