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Turn, turn, turn !
Lita Blankenfeld leans hard against her paddie to help Hui Nalu's senior women's crew (foreground) make the second of three turns in its 1Vz-mile race at

the Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association championship regatta on Keehi Lagoon. In the background, Outrigger has completed the turn and its paddlers
are pulling hard to renew their canoe's momentum. Visible in Outrigger's canoe are, left to right, Evie Black Wong, Mary Ann Clare, Donna Kahakui and

Mutfer Scully.

OCC a fast second
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Hui Nalu rules in OHCRA

By Andy Yamaguchi

\duertiser Siaff Writer

Hui Nalu overcame a controversy
and a fast finish by Outrigger Canoe
Club yesterday to win its second con-
secutive Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Rac-
ing Association championship on
Keehi Lagoon.

Hui Nalu, a 200-member Hawaii
Kai club, scored 67 points in the 29-
race program. Outrigger, which won
the day's last three races, was sec-
ond with 60 points.

But Outrigger would have been a
62-60 victor if officials had nullified a
\1'clory. by Hui Nalu in the junior
women'’s race.

“"That became a distinct possibility
after Kailua, runner-up in that race,
filed-a protest against Hui Nalu for
“illegal coaching.”” Tom Conner,
©oach of Hui Nalu's junior women,
had been shouting to his crew from a
kayak he paddled on a parallel
course,

Kailua officials said Conner was on
the course and his crew should have
been disqualified.

““Pretty soon we might have every-
body's surfboard and kayak follow-
ing, and it'll be a madhouse,” Kailua
meémber Joan Malama said.

Conner said he was not on the

Paddlers from Oahu (including the Hui Wa'‘a and Surfing Associ-
ation), Maui, Kauai, Molokai and the Big Island will come to Keehi
Lagoon Aug. 13 for the Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association state
championship regatta. Hanaleli Civic Canoe Club of Kauai is the

defending champion.

course but paddled next to it, like a
man following a football game by
running along the sideline. ““I wasn't
on the course,” said Conner, whose
wife, Lesline, paddles in the crew. “I
was in lane 0-0."

OHCRA president Mike Tongg de-
clared that “you can't be anywhere
in that area.”

But the protest committee ruled in
Hui Nalu's favor because there is no
rule on the books addressing what
Conner did.

“There's no rule that says what
was done is illegal or wrong,” com-
miltee member Moku Froiseth said.
“But we have an unwritten rule say-
ing you have to stay off the course.”

OHCRA officials said that rule
probably will be written down soon.

If the protest had been upheld, Hui
Nalu would have lost seven points
for first place and OCC would have
gained two points for advancing from
third to second.

“Winning that way would have
been a hollow victory,” Outrigger

paddler Walter Guild said. But did
Hui Nalu gain an advantage from
Conner’s presence? “It was a real
close race,” Guild said. “You never
know."”

It was close — Hui Nalu won the
1V-mile race by three-tenths of a
second — and a heartbreaker for
Kailua, which had dominated the jun-
jor women's race all year and was
beaten out in the final standings for
third place by Healani, 53-52.

Whether Conner's shouting (“He
was only yelling at me,” Lesline
said) made any difference or not,
there was another explanation for
Hui Nalu's surprising victory in the
junior women'’s race.

The six-woman crew had been jug-
gled, putting veteran paddler Lanaki-
la Spencer in the front seat for the
first time this year. As the stroke
paddler, Spencer had the responsibil-
ity of setting the pace.

“They've had their troubles,” Hui
Nalu coach Kala Kukea said. "We
finally went to Lana, and she's got

guts that won't ever quit. She digs
down deep.”

Spencer said she set a pace “in the
high 60s (strokes per minute)” in the
crucial stretches of the race

“I was glad I had a chance to
stroke this race,” Spencer said. “We
really wanted it. This was one of the
first years I've watched the winners
come in and not be a winner myself.
This just feels really good."

hat was a "bonus" viclory, as
were triumphs by Hui Nalu's women
masters and men senior masters.
Kukea said Hui Nalu won because it
was the “first time we had all our
strongest crews in there at the same
time.”

Hui Nalu built a big enough cush-
ion to withstand Outrigger's familiar
strong finish. If anything, OCC has
become more potent at the end of
regattas, adding a champion junior
men's crew o its almost untouchable
senior women's and men’s crews.

“Hui Nalu had been kicking our
butt with their ‘Hoe Huti" sprint.,”
OCC junior Karl Heyer said. “This
time we beat 'em with our 'Getting
the Hell out of Dodge’ kick.”

QOutrigger's 16-year-old boys were
named the season's outstanding crew
and won six paddles from the

See Hui Nalu on Page C-5



