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Nlck Beck knows he isn't going to
_sfeak up on anybody tomorrow.
gy

coach of

Club, knows the ele-

t of surprise will
ng-longer be with
hif paddlers .when
they rig their koa
i and put them
on:Keehi Lagoon for
the¢ Hawaiian Canoe

ing Association
£l e championship

bout._ 2200 Beck
1rom $% clubs on four islands will
mgss in Keehi Lagoon Park. The first
of 30 races begins at 8 a.m,
Hanalei pulled off one of the most
ning upsets in HCRA history last

year when it won the state regatta on
ilo Bay.

Hanalei, a community on Kauai's
north shore, sent 80 paddlers to Hilo
and outdid such clubs as Oahu's Hui
Nalu and Outrigger, which have three
times Hanalei's membership, and
Kona’s Kai Opua, which is at least
twice as big.

“Hanalei doing what they did," a Hui
Nalu paddler said at the time, “is just
ineredible.”

Things are different this year, Hana-
lei is no longer a David paddling Go-
liaths. After winning the state cham-
pionship, its membership almost dou-
bled to 150.

Also, in the past year there have
been rule ch. that will
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de spurs Hanalei paddlers

dlers in more than one race. Last year,
step-ups were virtually unlimited, and
Beck skillfully jockeyed his small line-
up so that it became equivalent to a
big club.

This year, only one member of a par-
ticular crew can step up to another
event, although other members of the
same crew can advance to other
events,

HCRA president Michael Tongg ex‘
plained the intent of the rule
ensure participation by as many pad-
dlers as possible and to prevent whole-
sale step-ups of a single “all-star” crew
to two or more events.

But some people in Kauai’s paddling
community feel the rulé was directed

ly affect Hanalei's of repeat-

pecifically at Hanalei, to make it
i le for the Garden Islanders to

ing.
One rule change severely limits
“step-ups,” the practiee of using pad-

successfully defend their title.
“They're trying to screw us, of
course,” one Hanalei booster said of

the HCRA. “They pass a rule that
makes it impossible for clubs on a
small-population island like Kauai to
compete.”

Beck, an elementary school principal
in Hanalei and Kilauea, does not share
that Kauai-against-the-state attitude
but said some of his paddlers do. “I
think there might have been some of
that in people’s minds,” he said.

Clearly, paddlers on Kauai are rally-
ing to make Hanalei as strong as possi-
ble for the state regatta. Denied the
opportunity for large-scale step-ups,
Beck has recruited at least six com-
plete crews to beef up his club specifi-
cally for the state meet.

“We've got girls who are driving all
the way from Kalaheo (40 miles from
Hanalei) to train with us; we've got
guys from Lihue (33 miles),” Beck said.
“We've had guys come out of retire-
ment. They'’re all coming back.
They've gotten enthused about pad-

dling again.”

Tongg and other HCRA officials
were alarmed by an article in The Gar-t}
den Island, a Kauai newspaper, stating, *
“Paddlers have transferred their mem-
bel’shlps from other clubs to Hanalei: :

“That would be against HCRA rules if -7
those transfers had raced for another
club this year. Beck said he is within
the rules: “The guys who have come
over have not omcmlly paddled in any
races this year."

The other rule change — regarding
scoring — helps Hanalei. Instead of
awarding points to the first four finish-
ers, as in the past, every crew in each
race will get at least one point.

That means Hanalei, the only club
with crews in all 30 events, starts the
day with 30 points. Hui Nalu, the Oahu
champion qualified for 25 events, Out-
rigger 23, Healani and Kai Opua 19
each and Na Kai Ewalu of Maui 13




