addlers Set

By Cindy Luis
. Star-Bulletin Writer

For die-hard canoe paddlers, regatta season
is nothing more than an excuse to keep in
shape for long-distance season. For these pad-
dlers, the long distance season, opening this
weekend, is nothing more than training for
the Molokai Channel races a little over a
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month away.

“We're setting our sights on Molokai rather
than gearing up from week to week with the
local races,” said Outrigger Canoe Club head
coach Brant Ackerman. “I feel prett

: .. up until i
That's a different story because we have to |
eonsider the outside teams—from Canada,

dent about our crews .

Tahiti and California.

confi-
Tolokai.

Brant Ackerman

Veteran Goalie Gives
Anuenue ‘A’ Direction

l By David Reardon

Star-Bulletin Writer

The goalie. In most sports, this
unique player's main—almost
exclusive—function is to keep the
ball out of the net. ;

But in water polo it's different,

according to Susan Nishioka. Ni-
“shioka is one of the more experi-
enced water polo players around,
having pioneered the women’s
game in Hawaii nine years ago.

“I direct traffic, that’'s mainly
What 1 do,"” said Nishioka yester-
day after her Anuenue ‘A’ team
lost to the Hackers from Industrv

In any case, the record shows
that in 1975 she was named the
outstanding rlayer in her division
at the Hawaii Invitational. Nishio-
ka posted two shutouts to lead
the UH team to victory in the
women's open competition.

But yesterday, Nishioka had a
little rougher time in the net.
Darcy Chappell, a current mem-
ber of the national team, scored
two goals including the winner
late in the fourth quarter for the
Hackers. Leilani DeJesus scored
twice earlier for Anuenue.

The Hackers were third place

Livichone lon tha sanant natinnal

for Molokai

“We may be better than last year, but you
can be sure with the Olympics coming uf,
those Olympic kayakers and rowers with Off-

“shore and Imua (two top California teams)

will be better, too.”

The OCC men's team is made up of the
state champion senior six and four paddlers
from the state junior champs. Their triumphs
in the state championships last weekend at
Keehi Lagoon shouldn't be hard acts to follow
when the men’s canoes hit the water 7 Sun-
day morning in the Duke Kahanmoku Hoe
Waa Race from Magic Island to Lanikai.

“We've been training real hard—2 hours a
day—and have been paying our dues,” said
Ackerman. He's horinf the hard work will
continue to payoff in long distance as it has
during OCC's regatta season.

IT WILL BE A busy weekend around the
waters from Waikiki to Lanikai. The OCC-
sponsored Dad Center Wahine race has
switched dates from Aug. 28 to tomorrow.
The all-women's race shoves off at Kailua
ge&ch at 10 am. en route to the finish at

“I don't think it will hurt the number of
entries by moving up the race a week,” said
Ackerman. “If anything, it will help a couple
of clubs, ours in particular. We are losing a
lot of our girls who will be going back to
college; now they have a chance to paddle at
least one race.”

Logistically sﬁeaking. the OCC coach feels
the date switch will help encourage more
participation since “The men will need the
canoes down at Waikiki anyway on Sunday. If
the women enter the Dad Center, all the
canoes will already be down in Waikiki by
Saturday.”

Women paddlers will also race Sunday in a
6-mile “iron-woman” (no relief paddlers) race
frolm Lanikat to Bird Island and back starting
at1 pm. j




