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- Women test
canoe course

By Carol Hogan
Advertiser Staff Writer

Five years ago, the idea of
women paddling 40 miles
across the Kaiwi Channel
was a feat many experienced
canoeists said couldn't be
done.

But tomorrow, the long,
difficult race that used to be
for men only celebrates its
fourth birthday with 16
crews of women taking up
the challenge of Na Wahine
O Ke Kai — literally “women
of the sea.” The race begins
at 7 am. from Hale O Lono
Harbor on Molokai's south
shore, and the winner is ex-
pected to arrive at Fort De-
Russy Beach about 1 p.m.

It takes much training and
planning to put together a
long-distance race of this
type, and Mary Winchester,
who was involved in organiz-
ing the first two races, re-
calls what it was like.

‘“A race for the women
from Molokai to Oahu was
Lei Faria's dream,” Winches-
ter said. ““What happened
was that there was some
scuttlebutt that the girls
were calling a meeting be-
cause they wanted to put to-
gether a women's race. So
we wenl to Hawaiian Tele-
phone's conference room and
somebody said to me ‘Mary,
you've been in the canoeing
business, help us get this
started.”

Winchester agreed and
began to study the structure
of other races — how they
were developed and run.
Then she talked to Sol Kala-
ma and John Kapua of the
Hui Wa'a and Surfing Associ-
ation, who helped her with
their suggestions. Winchester
also had picked up tips as an
observer when crossing the
channel as an official in the
men's race.

Hannie Anderson was the
first race director, a job she
has held every year since.

“She is excellent — cool on
the water — she has what it
takes to do it,” Winchester
said of Anderson.

“We had meetings every
week. It was exciting, a com-
bined effort. 1 don't recall
any opposition to it."”

Winchester continued. ‘I
think the men felt we could-
n't do it, but the women we
had on our committee were
80 knowledgeable. They pad-
dled the Molokai (channel) as
a test run the year before we
had the race. They knew
what they wanted, what they
were getting into.”

The first year the canoe
clubs held a fund-raising
event to offset the expenses
of sending canoes to Molokai.
It was very successful — the
T-shirts are now collectors
items.

Winchester said that Puna
Dawson, Carleen Ornellas,
Hannie Anderson, Mary
Fern, Lita Blankenfield and
Valerie Gomes played impor-
tant roles in the first race.

The weather also helped
that first year. Prepared for
the worst, the women were
met with a calm channel and
a beautiful day. Outrigger
Canoe Club won in a time of
6:35.14.

Hawaii was host to entries
from the Mainland in 1980,
but the weather was any-
thing but hospitable. For the
first time in the history of
either the men's or women's
race, Anderson was forced to
cancel the women's event.

In 1981, the elements again
conspired against them.
Anderson called for a vote
from paddlers and coaches,
and they decided to race. Al-
though the water was rough,
17 crews finished and discov-
ered it wasn't as bad as it
looked. Outrigger Canoe Club
won over 17 other crews,
clocking a 6:47.11.

Last year Hui Nalu crews
swept the women's field over
entries from Hawaii and Cali-
fornia, and this year they
have proven strong in the
regatta season and distance
races. Last Sunday they fin-
ished 1-2 in the Kaena Chal-
lenge.

But recently, Napili of
Maui won the Loa'a Classic
and then outpaddled Oahu
and Tahitian crews to win
the  Liliuokalani Distance
Race on the Big Island.

So, given reasonably good
weather, tomorrow's race

should be very competitive.




