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Adrenaline is running higher than the
channel's_15-knot tradewinds and four-
foot swells for tomorrow’s fourth cross-
ing of the Na Wahine o ke Kai Molokai-

to-Oahu women’s canoe race.

But the spirits of Kaiwi Channel are
just-as capricious as its summer surface
currents.

Particularly anxious about the condi-
tions as well as the spirits is OffShore
Canoe Club of Newport Beach, Calif.

“We'ré= anxious,” admitted OffShore
co-captain Leslie Davis, whose club has
competed in every Na Wahine race
since’ its inception in 1979. “We're really
hungry this time. We're hungry of

course to win. But after last year, | also
want to have a very successful and very
strong crossing."

DAVIS WAS REFERRING to her
crew’s experience when the hull of their
40-foot koa craft, Malama, cracked dur-
ing the 1982 contest. As OffShore Presi-
dent John Rader described:

“There were absolutely treacherous
seas. The swells were so big, our canoe
flipped over on the ama (outrigger) side.
We had to tow our canoe backwards for
10% hours into Hawaii Kai.

“Everybody (on the crew) was sick.
The coach (Billy Whitford sat on the
canoe out there as it was being pulled
on a big line, coming down on swells
that were 11-12 feet

“After training so long, we flipped an
hour and a half, two hours into the
race. We got in (to Hawaii Kai) when
the sun had gone down. It was a tough,
tough trip.” Rader said.

DAVIS SAID THE mishap left her
crew feeling “absolutely desolate and
competely defeated. Watching every-
body go by when we were in the water
was tough because we thought we had
it in us to finish and possibly to win.

“A lot of us felt down for two or
three months after,” she added. “All the
energy and hopes . . . we had nowhere
to put them. Then, we came around and
had an excellent season and a lot of fun.
And we're looking for a good (Molokai)
race.

1"OffShore Is on Board for Na Wahine o ke Kai

Veteran coaches consider OffShore a
prerace favorite, along with two-time
winner Outrigger Canoe Club, defending
champion Hui Nalu and Maui dark
horse Napili Canoe Club. The winnin
crew will reach the Hilton Hawaiian Vil-
lage pier in about six hours, sometime
after 1:00 tomorrow afternoon.

Last year Hui Nalu won the 408-mile
race in 6:43:38. The capsized OffShore
crew was the only that did not finish in
a field of 15 entrants.

“THIS YEAR OUR training has been a
little more controlled,” Davis said of Off-
Shore's redoubled efforts. “There was
more of an ongoing program where we
set goals by months. A lot of training
we did on our own — weightlifting, run-

.
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ning, swimming, biking — for 68_honrs
or more a week. We were tested as
individuals, and we tried to better: our:
selves each month. [

“We paddled together at least six:
a weekprnr 1% mgﬂve hours,” a&m
eight-season veteran,

7 OffShore practices llonﬁl\he coastline
adjacent to New| Beach, and during
rough seas, in Newport Bay.
Rader said the crew has taken..advan-
tage of recent big surl resulting-from
Mexican storms.

“We've been riding surf with 8-7.foot
waves for a week and a half, and it's
been of benefit to us.” he said. .7 5
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