Hui Nalu paddles to title
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cracked. : !
Hui Nalu's paddlers were  Darval,
Lesline Conner, Pauahi loane, Butchie
Lee, Laurel Clay, Sue Erickson,
Lanakila Spencer, Michelle Kapana,
Kehau McGuire, Sharon Bourke,
Sandy Hammond and Heidi Hemmings
Hall. \

Each crew consisted of 12 members
— six paddling and six following in a
small power boat. Crews generally
switched paddlers every 30 minutes.

There was nothing cute or cunning
in Hui Nalu's triumph. It was an off-
tackle dive, a straight right hand to
the jaw — Hui Nalu simply had the 12
best paddlers, and it showed.

“The bottom line is, Hui Nalu had
the best 12, top to bottom,” Outrigger
coach Mike Mason said. “They took a
great course (a beeline), got a great
coach (Tom Conner) — that's a wrap.”

“This feels great!” said Spencer,
who is a mother of 10 (her oldest child
is 22) but looks 30 and made her
fourth Na Wahine crossing yesterday.
“I'm glad my family put up with me,
‘cause there were sacrifices. ‘Ma, you
coming home late again!?’ If I'm not
there for dinner, I tell ‘'em just cook
eggs and rice.”

Interestingly, only four members of
Hui Nalu's crew — Spencer, Darval,

Kapana and Bourke — were on last

year's crew. Even the coach was dif-
ferent, Conner taking over for Bruce
Blankenfeld.

But there was one constant. Conner
has coached Na Wahine crews three
times (twice at Outrigger), and each
time has won.

“We didn't want to be the ones to
give him a bad record,” Spencer said.

He didn't give them a chance. Last
Sunday, he made them paddle the 20-
mile men's race of the Kaena Chal-
lenge before the eight-mile women’'s
race. Hui Nalu still won the women's
race.

Then, to give them a finishing kick,
Conner ordered one-mile paddling
sprints during the final week of train-

ing.

%t. came in handy yesterday when
Off Shore and Outrigger made a last-
ditch attempt to catch up off Koko
Head. -

“They were a quarter-mile back of

.us = then it was pull out the

Wheaties, Varrooom!” Hui Nalu's Hall
said.

“I don’t know if they blended,” Con-
ner said of his crew, “but we're very
strong. Basically, | had one experi-
enced crew and one chop-suey crew,
and it worked.” ]

Outrigger, second for most of the
race, took its last shot when the lead-
ers reached Oahu. Mason decided the
only way to catch Hui Nalu was to cut
the corner at Koko Head — paddle
closer to shore and gamble they would
not get caught in a tricky eddy creat-
ed by a northerly current wrapping
around Koko Head. It was a gamble
they lost.

Off Shore showed it is a club to be
reckoned with. Like its men's crew
that won the Molokai race last year,
the Off Shbre women have Olympic-
caliber kayakers. Unfortunately, two
of them were injured in an automobile
accident a month ago and did not pad-
dle yesterday. A third, Jo Jo Toepp-

ner, flew in Saturday from an

international kayak regatta in Califor- i
nia.

The race was the final event of
Aloha Week. The Aloha Week royal
court assembled on Fort DeRussy
Beach to meet the first finishers. |

The men's Molokai race, Molokai
Ho'e, is Oct. 9. About 45 crews are
entered. Ry
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