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One Paddle, Two Paddle—Olympic Style

By John Christensen
Star-Bulletin Writer

. [ESTIVE plans for the finish
of Sunday’'s Molokai-to-
QOahu canoe race: Four
hours of hoopla, hula and music
at Fort DeRussy Beach. Leis and
laughter, salt- and sweat-caked
bodies, picnickers and spectators
and a disc jockey there to de-
scribe it all to a radio audience.

The idea seems to be that if
canoeing Is going to go bigtime,
there ought 10 be pageantry with
the paddling. They do up the
Honolulu Marathon, the reason-
ing goes. so why not “Molokai
Ho'e Oahu, the Ultimate Test in
Outrigger Canoe Racing”™?

As a matter of fact, there are
good reasons why paddling can't
2o bigtime, and Mickey Mouse
and black crabs are foremost
among them

But nobody was talking about
that sort of thing when canoeing
officials went to the Los Angeles
Olympic Committee this summer
and asked that canoeing be in
cluded as a demonstration sport
next year at the Olympics.

That failed —the demonstration
sports are tennis and baseball—
but then they got another idea
The International Polynesian
Canoeing Federation decided to
schedule a series of races in the
flat water of Long Beach Stadi-
um to coincide with the last two
days of the Olympics.

“We're still hoping that maybe
we can put on a demonstration
at Lake Casitas, where they'll
have the Olympic kayaking and
canoeing,” says Mel Kalahiki.
Kalahiki is the director of the
40.8-mile Molokai race.

There are indicators that sup-
port that kind of thinking. Pad-
dler and some-time race organiz-
er Fred Hemmings says the sport
is “snowballing,” and cites as evi-
dence television coverage of last
vear's race by the British Broad
casting Corporation

“They showed that one-hour
spceial all over Europe,” Hem-
mings says. “The Europeans are
getting interested and the Cana-
dians are, too. And the Olympic
kayakers have been competing
here for a few years now and
think they are stimulating inter-
est in the race.”

Invitations to this year's race
were sent to most of the Pacific
island nations and interested
replies came from Fiji, the Solo-
mons and the Marianas. Ameri-
can Samoa, which formed an
outrigger canoe association just
six months ago, is sending ob-
servers to this year's race and
will compete next year. There
also have been inquir rom
New Zealand, Australia and
Sweden

The good news—and the bad
mews—is that 11 out-of-state
crews have entered this_year's
race, six from California, three
from Canada, one from Chicago
and one from Tahiti.

It gives the field of 42 a
cosmopolitan air, but it also
makes things tougher for local
crews because most of the visi-
tors know one end of a paddle
from the other.

In the last seven Molokaito-
Oahu races, visitors have won
four of them.

It began in 1975 when Tahi-
tians won in the fiberglass class.
It wasn't particularly surprising,
hecause a canoe is to a Tahitian
what a car_is to an American.
But in 1976, the first three
canoes were manned by Tahi-
tians, and a year later, a Tahitian
crew won the koa class,

Local paddlers were no longer
amused, so the rules were chang-
ed to force the Tahitians to use
Hawalian canoes rather than
their needle-nosed speedsters.

Some Tahitians took it person-
ally, local paddlers say, and their
participation has tapered off
The lone Tahitian team entered
this year apparently is an all-star
crew picked from two clubs

All-star crews are not new
here. The last two races have
been won by a crew of Olympic
kayakers and canoers paddling
as the Offshoré~Canoe Club. Off-
shore has so many horses this
year that it is bringing two
crews.

Another entrant, the Canadian
Outrigger Canoe Club of Burna-
by, British Columbia, has three
Canadian Olympians who raced
here before for Offshore,

Local clubs are bound by the
rules to enter as clubs rather
than picking all-star teams, but
there have been few complaints.
The attitude generally seems to
echo the words of one paddler,
who said after the ‘81 race, “The
visitors are good for the sport.
We want them back."

One thing the visitors have
done for the sport is make it

tougher. The local clubs work
harder for the race than they
used to. Competing against pad
dlers who train all year round
and are toughened by interna
tional competition has taught the
locals a lot about training and
conditioning. It is not uncommon
now for paddlers to run, lift
weights and even practice cer
tain mental techniques.

Brant Ackerman, coach of the
Outrigger Canoe Club, says that
‘Frankly, we've been aiming at
this race since the season
began.” He also points out that
the best local clubs (Outrigger,
Hui Nalu and Lanikai this year)
have closed the gap on the visi
tors.

“The difference in the last few
years between the first and
fourth canoes,” he says, '“‘has

been about 1 percent

for trying to find a bigger audi

Many canoeing people think it
important to show that it is not

Hemmings, for example, says,

practice around here. Paddling is
well over 1,000 years old
tied to the existence of the cul-
ture and because of the kayak

not have escaped local

opted the way surfing has been
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