Outrigger wants
Molokai-to-Oahu

race most of all

By Andy Yamaguchi
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Qutrigger Canoe Club mem-
bers were not heartbroken this
summer when they failed to
win the state regatta champion-
ship. As .far as they were con-
cerned, a battle had been lost
— but the war lay ahead.

“Molokai,” OCC paddler Marc
Haine said. “We paddle for that.
We sit on the beach and say,
“We want Molokai' — not just
for Outrigger, but for Hawaii."

Molokai Ho‘e Oahu — the
men's Molokai-to-Oahu canoe
race — has been threatened by
foreign domination in recent
years, with teams from Califor-
nia and Tahiti winning four of
the last seven races.

But Outrigger appears to be
the favorite tomorrow morning
at 7:.30 when 40 canoes leave
Hale O Lono Harbor for the
32nd Molokai Ho'e Oahu.

Word is out that OCC is very,
very serious about this year's
race.

“Qutrigger, I think, is going
to blow everybody out of the
channel,” Kalani Coito of the
Waikiki Beach Boys said. “In
one distance race, they broke
the record by 30 minutes.”

Said Fred Hemmings, another
Molokai veteran and an OCC
member: “This is the strongest
Outrigger crew I've seen.
They've had a swing in philoso-
phy, gotten away from that lean
look to putting more muscle in
the boat.”

It is also a veteran crew, with
Haine, head coach Brant Acker-
man, Ed Pickering, John Fin-
ney, Henry Ayau, Gib Bintliff,
Walter Guild, Bill Bright and
Bob Riley.
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Many of them paddled on the
Qutrigger crews that won the
Molokai race in 1975, "7, '79
and '80. In the last eight years,
Outrigger is the only Hawaii
club to win Molokai Ho'e Oahu.

Off Shore, winner of the last
two Molokai races, has seven of
nine paddlers back from Ilast
year. Two of them, Billy Whit-
ford and Carl Toeppner, were
on the original Blazing Paddles
team in 1978, the first time a
Mainland crew won the Molokai
race. ‘

Other foreign challengers in-
clude Imua from Newport
Beach, Calif., Canadian Outrig-
ger from Burnaby, B.C., and
Nuutere Ihilani, the lone Tahi-
tian entry.

Hui Nalu and Lanikai, second
and fifth, respectively, last year,
are considered the best Hawaii
teams after Outrigger. Both did
well in the fall distance season
and have veteran crews.

The record for the 40.8-mile
course is 5 hours, 25 minutes, 7
seconds, set by Off Shore in
1981. Spectators on Qahu can
expect to see the leaders pass
Koko Head about 11:30 a.m.,
pass Diamond Head about 12:15
and reach the Fort DeRussy
Beach finish about 1 p.m.

Live Hawaiian entertainment
will begin at 11:30 a.m. at the
finish area. The Makaha Sons of
Niihau, among others, will per-
form in a free concert foruiat.




