Molokai-Oahu crossing might be rough

KAUNAKAKAI — The 360 paddlers who
embark this morning on the 32nd Molokai-
to-Oahu canoe race had better fasten their
seat belts. They're in for a rocky ride.

Race chairman Mel Kalahiki yesterday
predicted a “rough” crossing. But he said
there was no threat of the race being post-
poned or canceled.

Yesterday, the National Weather Serv-
ice’s recorded message i1ssued a small-craft
advisory through today, forecasting 30-knot
winds and 18-foot seas in all Hawaiian
channels.

Kalahiki said he was given a considerably
milder update: 10-knot winds and 10-foot
seas in Kaiwi Channel.

“It was windy this morning, but the wind
has died down quite a bit,” he said.

Forty crews are scheduled to leave Hale
O Lono Harbor at 7:30 this morning. Con-
sidering the conditions, the winner is ex-
pected to reach the Fort DeRussy Beach
finish line between 1 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.

The record for the 40.8-mile course is 5
hours, 25 minutes, 7 seconds, set in 1981 by
Off Shore of Newport Beach, Calif. Off
Shore is the defending champion.

Spectators on Oahu can expect to see the
leaders pass Koko Head about 11:30 a.m.
and Diamond Head about 12:15, Kalahiki
said. Hawaiian entertainment will begin at
Fort DeRussy Beach at 11:30 a.m.

Ten of the 40 entries are out-of-state.
There are five from California, one from
ghli;;:igo. three from Canada and one from

ahiti. o

The race has gained international popu-
larity because ““the challenge in the Molo-
kai race is Mother Nature,” Off Shore pad-
dler Billy Whitford said. “If we wanted to
race flat water, we'd stay on the Mainland.
But these boats were designed for the gpen
ocean, and that's where we want to race.”

Hugh Laughlin, a member of the Tahitian
team, said, “ use of the currents, Molo-
kai is the greatest outrigger canoe race in
the world.” vt




