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Thousands of spectators on Fort DeRussy beach leave little doubt for Outrigger Canoe Club’s paddlers that they have arrived at the finish h‘né' of the 32nc

Molokai Ho'e Oahu. The crowd was boosted by a midday Hawaiian beach concert staged by race organizers. Outrigger won its fifth Molokai title in the last

nine years.

Outrigger crosses out its foes

By Andy Yamaguchi

Advertiser Staff Writer

Outrigger Canoe Club was passed
by Imua as the leaders paddled their
koa canoes away from Molokai yes-
terday morning.

Imua was shooting through the
water like a torpedo. Outrigger was
falling behind. Winds, swells and
chop lay ahead in Kaiwi Channel.

Outrigger had Imua right where it
wanted it.

OCC used its "home-sea advan-
tage’’ to win the Molokai-to-Oahu
canoe race and bring the title back
to Hawaii after victories by Califor-
nians in the last two races.

“] was tired of those Coast haoles
beating us,” said Outrigger steersman
Brant Ackerman, who guided OCC
over rough seas while his competi-
tion was tossed.

Qutrigger, as fit and well-trained as
any crew Hawaii has produced, won
the 32nd Molokai Ho'e Oahu in 5
hours, 45 minutes, 9.3 seconds —
20:02.3 slower than the record.

Off Shore and Imua, both of New-
port Beach, Calif., were second and
third, respectively, in 5:56:39.3 and
6:12:10.8. Canadian Outrigger was
fourth and Hui Nalu fifth.

Thirty-nine crews finished the 40.8-
mile race.

QOutrigger has won five of the last
nine Molokai Ho'e titles. The other
four were won by Tahitians and Cali-
fornians.

Outrigger's crew yesterday consist-
ed of Ackerman, Bob Riley, Bil
Bright, Ed Pickering, Walter Guild,
John Finney, Henry Ayau, Gib Bint-
liff and Marc Haine.

“Oh, it's so nice, brah, so very
nice,”” Haine said. “We said the
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whole time that we wanted it for
Hawaii. This is our water.”

That statement was never truer

Paddlers love a rough Molokai
crossing because it makes for a com-
plete test of paddling — not only of
strength, but of steering and seaman-
ship.

Conditions were relatively calm the
past two years. aiding “flat-water”
teams such as Off Shore, which won
the last two Molokai races.

But yesterday, there were six- o
eight-foot swells and 20-knot winds
in the Kaiwi Channel — much milder
than forecasted but not glassy, ei-
ther. And Outrigger was ready to use
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The race was 45 minutes old when
Imua surged past OCC to take a one-
canoe-length lead. Imua looked ex-
tremely strong, while Outrigger ap-
peared to be weakening

But when Imua and OCC left the
“shadow’ of Molokal's lee side and
found the full brunt of windy,
choppy Kaiwi Channel, the race
turned upside-down

“I could tell we could outsurf 'em,”
Ackerman said

That is precisely what Outrigger
did, nding waves and negotiating
chop far better than its Mainland
opponents. While Ackerman found
the right angle for OCC's Leilani to
ride the swells, Imua’s canoe was
fishtailing all over the channel

Qutrigger didn't trail again and léd
its nearest rival, Off Shore, by a mile
when 1t passed Koko Head. The race
was all but over at mid-channel

The rough weather might have
been a godsend to Outrigger. “In flat
water, Imua is an awesome crew,”
OCC's Bright said.

See Outrigger on Page C-7




