1915 All-America,
Gilman, dead at 92

Joseph Atherton Gilman, Ha-
waii's first collegiate All-Ameri-
ca football player, died Saturday
at Castle Memorial Hospital. He
was 92.

Gilman was a long-time resi-
dent of Kailua.

A tackle at Harvard Universi-
ty, Gilman was named to the
1915 All-America first team by
Walter Camp, who started the
collegiate football all-star selec-
tion process in 1889.

Gilman also coached McKin-
ley High School to its first two
football championships, in 1921
and 1923, when the team was
called the Fighting Micks.

Retired since 1958 after 37
years with Schuman Carriage
Co., Gilman was also an author-
ity on fishing along the wind-
ward coast of Oahu.

Gilman was born in 1891 at
Waikiki Beach, where the
Halekulani Hotel now stands.
He attended Punahou School
(class of 1911) but completed his
high school education at Exeter
Academy in New Hampshire
before enrolling at Harvard.

After earning All-America
honors as a junior at Harvard in
1915, he was named captain of
the 1916 Harvard team but
served on the coaching staff at
the U.S. Naval Academy in-
stead. He returned to Hawaii in
1917 and served with the 25th
Infantry at Schofield Barracks
and along the Mexican border
in Arizona as a first lieutenant.

After resigning his Army
commission in 1920, Gilman
again returned - to Hawaii and
began to work at Schuman Car-

riage. He kept his football ties
by playing for the Town Team
and coaching at McKinley,
perennially a weak team among
the Honolulu schools. That
reputation quickly ended under
Gilman, who almost had three
championship teams In a row.
After winning their first cham-
pionship ever in 1921, the
Fighting Micks tied St. Lous
for first place during the regu-
lar season in 1922 but lost a
Thanksgiving Day playoff to
the Crusaders to finish second.
Gilman concluded his coaching
career at McKinley with a sec-
ond championship in 1923.

Transferred to Schuman Car-
riage's Maui Motors in 1924, Gil-
man coached the Kahului Jack-
rabbits in barefoot football and
won at least one Maui cham-
pionship.

Gilman was also a charter
member of the Outrigger Canoge
Club, joining as a junior member
when the club was founded in
1908.

During World War II, he
served briefly as deputy rent
control administrator in Hawaii.

Graveside services will be
held 3:30 p.m. Thursday at
Oahu Cemetery. The family re-
quests that flowers be omitted
and that donations be made to
the American Lung Association.

He is survived by his wife,
Louise; son, Joseph III; daugh-
ters, Barbara G. Engelhard o
Kona, Mrs. Radcliffe (Patricia
Greenwell of Waimea and Mrs
Charles (Lois) Schuster of Hilo
12 grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren.




