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Sharon Peterson, the University of
Hawaii-Hilo women's volleyball coach,
was named the Honolulu Quarterback
Club's sportsperson of the year last night
at the Banquet of 1984 Champions.

Peterson, 42, led her team to its fourth
consecutive NAIA championship last year.
She was chosen from the 12 monthly win-
ners selected by the Quarterback Club in
association with Pan American Airways.
Earlier this year, Peterson, who has
coached at Hilo since 1978, was named
The Advertiser's 1984 Sportsperson of the
Year.

“When | came to Hawaii I didn't know
what was in store for me,” said Peterson,
who originally is from Southern California.
“I've had so many beautiful years of
coaching and this is something I'll remem-

ber forever.

“Coaching here (in Hawaii) has been an
experience I can't explain. As a child I
would have never dreamed . . . I have to
pmch myself and ask myself if I'm really
here."”

Peterson almost didn't coach at Hilo last
season. Last March, Peterson announced
that she was leaving Hilo for the head
coaching job at the University of Ken-
tucky. But less than a month later, Peter-
son announced that she would turn down
the Kentucky job and stay at Hilo.

“It's been a wonderful year,” Peterson
said last night. “I'm so glad I stayed.”

Peterson won two round-trip tickets to
any Pan Am destination. Peterson said:
“It'll take me a while to decide (where to
go). I guess I'll sit down with Greg
(Mooers, her husband) and look at a map.”

Guest speakers for the annual banquet,

'

‘sportsperson of year’

1

held at the Flamingo Chuckwagon, were !
former University of Hawaii athletes '
Blane Gaison and Jesse Sapolu, who now.

play for the NFL's Atlanta Falcons and
San Francisco 49ers, respectively.

Harold Han, coach of the national chaml
pion Manoa Paniolos Pop Warner football
team, was named winner of the Scotty

Schuman award, Jimmy “Kimo"” Mitchell,’

91, a coach of several sports since 1912,
was named winner of the Neil Shaw Blam—
dell award.

Other winners named last night were:

Kamehameha's Reydan Ahuna (prep fe-
male athlete of the year), McKinley's Nick
Maafala (prep male athlete), UH's Lynette
Liu (female athlete), UH's Raphel Cherry
(male athlete), Surfer Jeannie Chesser
(senior female athlete) and Outrigger
Canoe Club coach Henry Ayau, Jr. (senior
male athlete).




