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" The crowds are
one from the
onolulu War
£ Memorial Natatori- §
fum The bleachers
fon the beach at
{ Waikiki are empty
{ and the specially de-
« signed salt-water 50
¢ meter pool is full of
¢ floating garbage and
¢ green muck.
it has been 57
! years since 6,000
“people gathered
¢ there and watched
% Johnny Weissmuller
break the world's
“record in the 100-
. meter freestyle. But
Weissmuller died
several years ago
and there are few
who remember the [
pool as it once was
and fewer still who
care.

The doors leading

{into the stadium
have been broken
down by vandals.

There is garbage in
the decoratively
cast concrete entry-
ways to the old —
locker rooms and
the pervading
atmosphere is not of
athletic competition,
but of salt water
and human waste.
Two generations
have grown up in
Honolulu since the

stadium was last used during
the 1950s. For many it is no
more than a familiar ruin — an
old place with a ripped fence
that some see as beautiful and
others as a potential problem
“It's (the natatorium) a huge
liability and huge waste of
space” said state Rep. Fred

Hemmings. “It is old, dilapidat-
ed and unsafe.”
Hemmings has introduced a

bill that would authorize the
state to lear the natatorium
down except for the center
archway and build a small
fbeach in its place. It is being
{ heard this week by the Water
¢ Land Use Development and
+ Hawaiian Affairs Committee.
¢ "I think it's part of a bygone
era. Fond memories of the old
Hdays are great but the reality is
|Lhnl no one holds swim meets
{in salt-water pools anymore.
4Real competition is done in
ifreshwater pools, of which we
‘have an abundance.”

Hemmings' plan is based on a
1984 state-funded study by CJS
*Group Architects which detail-
ed three possible plans for the
future of the natatorium. The
three alternatives were:

® Destroy the natatorium
completely and turn it into a
‘park at a cost of $6,705,000
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with an annual maintenance
cost of $66,

® Beach restoration (Hem-
mings’ favorite), which would
cost $4,654,000 with an annual
maintenance cost of $66,000;
and

® Restoration, which would
cost $10,985,000 with an esti-
mated annual maintenance cost
of $167,000.

The second alternative was
endorsed by city Managing
Director Andy Anderson last
week as a means of saving a
part of the original structure
while at the same time increas-
ing the beach area.

But others such as Sarge Ka-
hanamoku, 75, and Mrs. Edric
Cook, 80, disagree. They
remember when the natatorium
was dedicated as a World War
1 memorial and believe it
should be preserved.

“I think it would be a shame
to tear it down, we're destroy-
ing our history,” Cook said.
“All we're getting is freeways
for our money. Why can't we
keep a little history? We tear
down everything and cover our
memories because we don’t
want them. Then we go to Eu-
rope to see old things. It's non-
sense.”
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The water in the pool at the natatorium is still except for the
gentle ripples created by the winds. And the bleachers, which
once held crowds of thousands, are dilapidated and empty.

She remembers going to the
Natatorium with her husband
to see the trained puffer fish
that swam in the pool alongside
competitive swimmers. (The
puffer was known as “Dyna-
mite” in recognition of its abil-
ity to blow smoke rings).

Kahanamoku recalls the puff-
er fish, too, but his most vivid
memory of the natatorium
occurred in 1927 when he was
17 years old. His brother, Duke
Kahanamoku, then one of the
world’s most famous ulhlmcs
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returned to Honolulu to open
what many considered the fin-
est swimming structure of its
kind in the world.

“It is like the Statue of Liber-
y," Sarge said of the natatori-
um. “They should fix it up.”

But maintenance has always
been a difficulty. In 1929, only
two years after it was built, an
Advertiser editorial complained
that the paint was already peel-
ing and that it looked “like the
back end of a South Sea farm."”
The _problem, said sportsman-

author Tommy Holmes, was
not only the cost of mainte-
nance but design flaws in the
original construction that left
the drains clogged and the
structure difficult to keep up.
Lillie Mackenzie, 78, who
swam competitively in the pool
for 10 years for Outrigger
Canoe club, said she never
cared for it in the first place.
She said it was poorly lit and,

during swim meets, the water
in the pool would surge against
the sides and create a back-
wash that would interfere with
her swimming. Mackenzie said
the place is now so run down
that Hemmings® bill is probably
the best solution.

“I hate to see old things go,”
she said, “but sometimes they
have to give way for other
things.”
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