Helen Cassidy,

artist, ex-athlete

Helen Moses Cassidy, 79, of
Honolulu, the first female from Ha-
wail to qualify for a U.S. Olympic
team, died Monday at Maunalani
Hospital.

Mrs. Cassidy was born in Hilo
and was the widow of Charles E.
Cassidy, associate justice of the Ha-
wail Supreme Court. She was an
artist who exhibited her oil paint-
ings in local galleries and had been
an active member of the Waimea
Arts Council.

In 1920, at age 14, she became
the first female from Hawaii to
earn a spot on the US. Olympic
team as a short-distance swimmer.
She did not qualify for the finals
during the 1920 Olympic Games in
Antwerp, Belgium.

She was a lifetime member of the
Outrigger Canoe Club, a Punahou
graduate and a member of the Ath-
letic Hall of Fame.

Services will be at 3 p.m. tomor-
row at Oahu Cemetery. Aloha attire
is requested.

In heu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Cancer
Society or the Lucy Henriques
Medical Center in Kamuela.

Willlams Mortuary is assisting
with the arrangements.

Mrs. Cassidy is survived by son,
John; daughter, Loujean Vannatta;
sister, Jean M. Bromiey of Waipa-
hu; and three grandchildren.



