Outriggers paddle into picture as

candidate for official state sport

By Bonnie Verhoeff
Advertiser Government Bureau

Hawaii has a state song, a state
tree and, most recently, a state fish.
So it only makes sense that the
Legislature is looking into designat-
ing a state sport: outrigger canoe
paddling.

At least that's the idea of Rep.
Cam Cavasso, Republican from
Lanikai-Keolu-Waimanalo, whose
father first put him in a canoe at
the age of two and who has raced
since 13.

Paddling “reaches out to all peo-
ple of Hawaii from 12 years and
younger to the kupuna (elders),” he
said. “It encourages the family to
come together.”

Cavasso introduced a resolution,
which has paddled out of House
Ocean and Marine Resources Com-
mittee, endorsing the idea of outrig-
ger canoe paddling as an official
state sport and suggesting a bill to

legislature ’85

that effect be introduced next year,
The resolution was adopted by the
House.

Cavasso said he wants the sport
to be taken more seriously by the .
state. Some racers aren't even wel-
come on beaches here, he said. -

The head coach and director of
the Outrigg
Ayau, recently told the House com-
mittee that in ancient Hawaii, out-
rigger cances were used to move
families, armies, food and animals
between the islands.

The president of the Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association, Michael
Tongg, said paddling has become in-
creasingly popular. Over 60 canoe
clubs are currently in Hawaii com-
pared to just four 35 years ago, he
said.

er Canoe Club, Henry |}



