Canoe clubs
need more
paddlers

It's not too late to join a
canoe club, even though the
Oahu regatta season starts
tomorrow.,

A.u"nosrtl all of Oahu’s '32 clubs
report that membership is
down, and paddlers are nﬁ
on crews from 14-year-olds m
mairuleN (old-timers). \

0 experience is necessary.
Clubs meet every afternoon at
the Ala Wai Canal,
land, Kailua Beach Park, Pohi
Bay, Haleiwa and many other
shoreélene areas. Expect to pay
membership dues r: ng from
$20 to $50. wele

There are two leagues on
Qahu: the older Oahu Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association,
which races only traditional
koa canoes, and Na Ohana O
Na Hui Wa'a, which races
fiberglass canoes,

Membership is down si ni!l-
cantly in the 13-club Hui
Large clubs such as l(aneohe
and Lokahl which usually have
upwards of 150 paddlers, have
less than 100 paddlers each |
going into tomorrow's season
opener at Kahana Bay.

Enrollment has been so slow
in the OHCRA that only three
of its 19 clubs mustered enough
crews to qualify for the AA
Division for next Sunday’'s
regatta at Kailua Beach.

Only Outrigger, Hui Nalu and
Kailua qualified in AA, in
which clubs have to enter more
than half of the regattas 30
races. Other traditionally large
clubs, such as Healani,
and Waikiki Surf Club, are in A
Division — at least for now.

“We used to enter at least 25
events, even for the first regat-
ta, but we're going with 14 this
time,” Healani coach Ed Hoopii
said. “We don't have a lot of
the kids (crews).” Healani is
traditionally strong in the
younger divisions.

Hoopii said one reason for the
shortages might be some newer
clubs siphoning paddlers away
from established clubs.

One Hui Wa'a member
blamed higher dues for the low
turnouts.

A new fee schedule was
adopted by Hui Wa‘a in which
small clubs contribute less for
meet costs than they did in
1984, but large clubs pay al-
most 2% times more. A 200-
member club that paid $2,040
last year would pay $5,000 this
year.

“We normally charge $20 and
a T-shirt came with it," said
one club official, who asked not
to be named. “Now our dues
are $30. It’s been a real hassle
and people are just not going
back to the clubs.”

Hui Wa'a treasurer Leinani
Peltier said the change was
made, in part, because “the big
clubs have been riding aﬂ these
years on the little clubs.”

— Andy Yamaguchi




