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Twenty-five
three women, have enter
Saturday's contest.

Amp. Chatupeky s that I
cham 's
an u&uo event. “A tropic water
race between two beautiful Is-
lands? It can't help but take
off," he said. The 22-year-old
world-class kayaker, who trains
in South Af and competes
worldwide, says the cvenh neelds
prize money, sponsors and a lot
of promotion.
onolulu’s Iltmlull Rosa, who

has paddled four events, says
the race is finally on its way.
“It's just a matter of finding the
right time of year to stage it and
then promote the heck out of
it,” he said. Past Molokal-Oahu
races were held during the fall
and they ended at Hawaii Kal.

The 6-foot4, 200-pound Cha-
lupsky is entering Saturday's
race well: for a third-
straight win. “I can't think
otherwise,” he said. m nsor
(Gotcha Sportswear) &l‘y
my way to Hawali to lose." -
lupsky says his trip to Hawaii
costs about $5000, “That's how
much this race means to me,” he
e uomy. 2 s o

upsky, 0] or

surf on Smmil{il Pf'm yur'%
calm sea was a killer,” he said.
Chalupsky explained that pad-
dling long distances over flat
“water is all work and no play. “I
train in South Africa where the
waves are huge and the rides
are long,” he said.

SURF SKIS, AND not kayaks,

PADDLE BATTLE—Hawaii's
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Marshall Rosa, right, ond twodime defending champ
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Chalupsky of Germany take fime out from training for Saturday’s Molokei-to-Oahu kayak race

a quick handshake.

will be used by competitors. “We
call them kayaks instead of surf
skis because people know what
we're talking about,” said one
official. A paddler sits “on" a
surf ski and sits “in"” a kayak.
“I'll use a ski that 1 designed
and made myself,” Chllurky
said. The champ's boat is 16-foot-
6 long, weighs 28 pounds and s
constructed of graphite, kevlar
and epo:g, Surf skis are manu-
factured by several Island firms.
The men's race favorites in-
clude twice defending champ
Cluluply. Rosa, Bond, plus Aus-
tralia’s Greg Bennet and Ha-
waii's Kalai Handley. Handley
won the 1978 race. Four-time
race winner Grant Kenny of

Australia passed up Samm);‘n"
n

contest because he's racing
Europe.

Kuumomi Ho, sister of Island

ro surfers Derek and Michael

0, also hopes for good surfing
waves, “l want to ride home (to
Waikikl) not pump all the way,”
she said, remembering last year's
:illow and arduous five-hour pad-

e,

Eve Anderson said medium-
sized waves are fine with her
but not giant ones. “I'll stay on
the beach if they're (the waves)
too bif'“ she said.

Chalupsky claims the surf ski
is the perfect fitness machine.
“The paddler works ev mus-
cle in his body,"” he said. Cha-
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lupsky pointed out that in pad-
dling the athlete isn't subjected
to the bonejarring poundin
found in running sports. “An
I've never heard of a paddler
getting hit by a car like ¢y
clists,” he said.

Paddler Bob Twogood, who
manufactures Chalupsky-design-
ed surf skis in Kaneohe, is
counting on the sport drawing
from outrigger canoe paddlers
“The beauty of owning a one
man surf ski (over a six-man
canoe),” he said, “is the paddler
doesn't have to round up five
friends.”
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