Outrigger gains easy victory

By Stephen Tsai

Advertiser Staff Writer

On a casual day in Waimana-
lo, the Outrigger Canoe Club
took anything but a leisurely
approach toward its QOahu
Hawaiian Canoe Racing Associ-
ation opponents.

OCC amassed 108 points yes-
terday to easily win the Pop
Waialeale Regatta off Waima-
nalo Beach. Kailua was second
with 79 points and Hui Nalu
third with 43.

Hui Lanakila placed first in
the A Division with 21 points.
A Division is for clubs entered
in 15 or less races.

In Na Ohana O Na Hui
Wa'a's Kamehameha Regatta at
Kailua Beach, Ka Mo'i Canoe

Club won nine events to gain
an easy victory.

A crowd of about 3,000 at-
tended the annual Waialeale
beach-party program, which
featured musical performances
and food booths.

Outrigger, unbeaten in three
regattas this season, surpassed
the 100-point mark for the third
consecutive week.

OCC scored 102 points in the
Kamehameha Day Regatta two
weeks ago and 106 points in
last week’s Leeward Regatta.
Although offical records are not
kept, several race officials said
it was the first time a club has
scored at least 100 points three
times in a season.

“That's amazing,” Hui Nalu
coach Kala Kukea said. “Be-

fore, teams would win with 60
points.”

Said Kailua coach Beanie
Heen: “We score 79 points and
finish second. Last year, we
would have kicked teams with
that score.”

Last year, in fact, Kailua jug-
gled its lineup and came away
with a narrow victory over
Qutrigger in the OHCRA cham-
pionship regatta. Outrigger,
which had dominated the
OHCRA until that meet, learn-
ed a lesson that day.

“We definitely won't forget
that too quickly,” Outrigger as-
sistant coach Walter Guild said.
“You can't worry about it. But
you sure have to think about it.

“You have to remind your
paddlers, ‘You may look good

now, but can't slow

down." "

There was no letup for Out-
rigger yesterday, despite com-
peting in the roughest racing
conditions of the season: strong
winds and tumble-wash cur-
rents.

OCC entered 27 of 30 events
and scored points in 25, For the
record, it placed first in 18
races and second in five. OCC
actually finished first in 19
races, but its junior men's crew
was disqualified because of a
false start.

Despite its strong showing,
Guild was cautious in offering
praise.

“I think a lot of it has to do

you
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