OCC rules the waves in Macfarlane Regatta

By Andy Yamaguchi

Advertiser Staff Writer

Paddling a canoe off Waikiki
is always a two-edged sword.
Sure, it's fun to catch a wave
back to shore.

But to get out there . . .

Yesterday’s 43rd Walter J.
Macfarlane Regatta, won handi-
ly by Outrigger Canoe Club,
was a case in point.

Crews bobbed and bored,
often spectacularly, through 3-
to 5-foot surf on their seaward
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Vhen a southbound canoe hit
a northbound wave, its needle-
1iké bow would lunge into
space at a 35-degree angle,

en fall hard, slapping the sea.
+ On one such ride, John
Lol of Waikiki Surf Club

sustained what appeared to be
injuries to his right ribcage
area. He was treated at St.
Francis Hospital and released, a
hospital spokeswoman said.
! Cortez was the stroke, or for-
wardmost paddler, on Surf
Club’s sophomore men’s crew.

“When the first wave hit, he
fell back on me and I pushed
'him back up,” said crewmate
Phillip Garcia, who had a small
cut on the bridge of his nose.
“Then a second wave. The
third time, we all got thrown
out of the canoe.”

Crewmates speculated that

|

Crew members strain as they make a tight turn during the two-mile junior men's event.

Cortez hit the canoe’s gunwale
on his side when the bow of
the canoe came down. An
ambulance took him to St.
Francis.

Other crews averted disaster
with seemingly unorthodox
methods.

Fred Hemmings, Outrigger’s
veteran steersman, yelled at his
18-year-old boys crew to jump
out just before they hit a big
wave. The canoe, suddenly
some 1,000 pounds lighter with-
out its six-man crew, eased
over the wave. The boys

scrambled back in and won the
race.

“This is a race against the
ocean more than a race agalnsl
others,” said Hemmings, 39, a
former champion surfer and
state representative who is out-
spoken on shoreline recreation
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issues. “It's a steersman’s race.
If something’s going to beat
you, it's probably going to be
the ocean.”

It could also be said that if
something was going to beat
Outrigger this season, it was
going to have to be the ocean.
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And yesterday, the ocean lost.
OCC, always strong, is lap-
ping the field this year. In a
sport in which scoring 80 points
in a regatta is considered
exceptional, OCC has scored

See Outrigger on Page E-4
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