Turtles hurt
when trusting
their enemies

The veterinarian who s
treating the turtle that was
shot by a speargun Friday yes-
I.erday called the shooting iron-
c.

“In an environment where
the turtles are protected, they
begin to trust people,” Patrick
Leadbeater said. “Then comes
July 1 and suddenly you have
all these people jumping into
the water with spearguns. The
turtles then trust those who are
~ actually not trustworthy.”

On July 1, the state Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Re-
sources lifted the fishing ban
for waters off Waikiki to per-
mit all types of fishing — in-
cluding spear-fishing.

An Island resident and com-
petitive swimmer, Bonnie Eyre,
said the sea turtles have
accompanied her on her daily
swims off of the Outrigger
Canoe Club.

“They are so friendly they
come up people in the canoes
and kayaks,” she said. “That's
why they're so easy to catch.”

She said she and her friends
have likened the turtles to an
aumakua, a Hawaiian term for
personal family god or guard-
ian. (In ancient Hawaiian times,
Hawaiians worshipped turtles
and sharks in hope they would
serve as guardians.)

Leadbeater called the turtle’s
trust for humans the “unfortu-
nate of this story."”

“(The sea turtles) have be-
come used to people and they
aren’t afraid of them anymore,”
he said.

said, however, that in
the last month she has not seen
the turtles when she swims.
But, she said, “Maybe that's
good. Maybe they are in hid-
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