OCC Paddlers Prevail in Championship Regatta

By Jack Wyatt
Special to the Star-Bulletin

Watch out, Outrigger Canoe
Club. Your friendly Oahu Hawai-
ian Canoe Racing Association
competitors are out to sink you.

Kailua_ Canoe Club’s co-
coaches, Beanie Heen and Kathy
Erwin, were quick to concede
that Outrigger won yesterday's
OHCRA Championship at Keehi
Lagoon fair and square.

ut the Kailua coaches also
say that their crews have just
begun to fight and that they're
peaking for HCRA's State Cham-

pions! in two weeks. “The
states should be our best regatta
yet,” Heen said.

Added Carleen Ornellas, sklp
per of quun winning j
women'’s crew: “We haven't beat-
en Outrigger's junior women in
two years. But we sure did
today.” They had waited a long
time for that moment Ornellas
said gleefully.

OUTRIGGER, UNBEATEN this
season in OHCRA' AA big-
club competition, wu “held” to
101 points in yesterday’s cham-
pionships. “That's our lowest
score this year," Outrlg§
Coach Henry Ayau said wi
some concern.

Perennial runnerup Kailua fin-
ished second to Outrigger with
63 points, “Scores like ours won
regattas in past years,"” Heen

d.

said.

Hui Nalu (56) came in third
and Healani (30) was fourth. Hui
Lanakila topped OHCRA's “A"
(small club) division with 18

poO( yesterday's 30 OHCRA
events, Outrigger won 14, placed
second in nine and scored one
third. “I look for it to be tough:
er in the states” said Ayau, a
master of dlrlomlcy The HCRA
State Championship is scheduled
At;g 3 at Keehi Lagoon.

ailua’s junior women pre-
vénted an Outrigger massacre.
“That meant Outrigger won
‘only’ nine of the fi 10 ndult
races instead of scorinj
sweep,” paddler Tad Wldswunh

said. Included in Outrigger's
adult victories were the presti-
gious men's and women’s senior
races.

HAS OUTRIGGER'S power dis-
couraged its Double-A foes? Not
at all. Said Hui Nalu's president
Darryl Hara, “Canoe racing, like
other sports, has its peaks and
valleys. Outrigger is on a high
and we're struggling.”

Although Hui Nalu is consider-
ed a big club, Hara said that
many of its paddlers are inex-

e

TURNING IT ON—The Ovmgger Canoe Club’s Michael Clifford, Mark Buck, Steve Quinn and T‘m Guard (right to left) and

perienced. "We'll be back on
togd he promised.
die Hoopii, Healani Canoe

Club’s first year coach, doesn't
mind finishing fourth in OH-
CRA’s four-team “AA" division.
“I could bench some paddlers
and compete in lhe less-<competi-
tive “A" division," he said, “but I
won't do it.”

Hoopii said that anyone who
turns out for Healani practice,
races. “I'd rather finish fourth
against the big clubs than win in
the weaker division,” he said.

Only four of OHCRA's 20 clubs
are rated “AA" (clubs enterin,
16 or more crews). Hoopii sai
Healani is on a five-year build-
ing program. “We'll eventually
get them (Outrigger),” he said.

OHCRA'S PRESIDENT Joan
Malama said most clubs are
short of paddlers. “Except for
the big three (Outrigger, Kailua
and Hui Nalu) it's a real problem
and I have no answer,” she said.
OHCRA, and the Hui Wa'a As-
sociation, have several small

iml:lc’uve clubs on their respective
rolls.
Malama was critical of those
high school coaches who discour-
age their athletes from paddling
during the summer.

Surfer/canoe paddler Rell
Sunn of Makaha suggested that
small clubs consolidate their pad-
dlers to fill out crews. “What we
don't need are more inactive
clubs,” she said.

Mayor Frank Fasi said yester-
day that something should be
done about the derelict ships

Tommy Holmes and Bruce Ames (not shown) prepares to make the turn on the way to a one-second victory over Hui Nalu in
the Men's Masters race yesterday on Keehi Lagoon.—Star-Bulletin Photo by Ken Sakamoto.

which litter Keehi Lagoon. “Re-
move those boats,” he said, “and
you could set several more (rac-
ing) lanes.” Fasi also said that
crushed coral, or sand, might
spruce up Keehi's rocky beach-
front. “Canoe racing is impor-
tant to our people,” he said,
“and we want to preserve it."

Last Saturday at Keehi La-
goon, Ka Moi won Hui Wa'a's
Association’s “‘AA" division
championship while Koa Kai
l??k the Hui Wa'a “A” division
title.

Kosar 4th
Highest-Paid
QB in NFL

CLEVELAND (AP)—
Rookie Bernie Kosar hasn't
played one game yet for
the Cleveland Browns, but
that hasn't stop) team
owner Art Modell from
making him one of the
four highest paid quarter-
backs in the National Foot-
ball League.

The Browns will the
21-year-old at least &?
lion over the next four
years, ap) ntly e
to make No4 in the
financial rankings of
league quarterbacks,

Only Kosar’'s $1 million
signing bonus and his first-

ear base salary of $1 mil-
jon are guaranteed. The
Browns would not have to

Kosar any part of his
salary if he is released
after the 1985 season.

The Miami Dolphins re-
portedly will pay Mari-
no $1.5 million annually,
while Joe Montana of the
San Francisco 49ers is next
at $1.3 million per year.
‘Third is Warren Moon of
the Houston Oilers with
$1.1 million annually.




