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OCC Paddlers

Solld Favorltes

lnhl Mocmm suu
at Keehl La’

r to be
lnoM ho-hum, all—Oahu
“Only five clubo entered

Mg ecrews to qualify for
the vision,” a
dln lnhll .Ioan Malama

the minimum num-
o g LD
e chance e
team title,” she added.

SATURDAY'S 38club cham-
is grou into three
visions—AAA for clubs par-
tici in 16 or more of
HCRA's 31 events; AA for
clubs entering seven
15 races, and A for clu
ﬂelgln; six t:l‘ le:er ;lr:;;.w
“Apparently, the
Islands are f
Eddlet e as Onhu.

said. In years,
Hanalei (Kaual) um Opua
(Hawaii) were the Neighbor Is-
land clubs to beat.
Saturday's chlmplonahlp
suffered another blow when
Hui Wa'a Association’s unde-
feated Ka Mo'i of Waianae
elected not to enter the meet
after its koa canoe failed to
pass HCRA's measurement
test. “They (Ka Mo could
have borrowed I legal boat
had !he) really wanted to
race paddler ) ark Halloway

said.

Added Malama, “There goes
our dream match between the
two unbeatens (Outrigger and
Ka Mo'd.”

THE HCRA regatta begins
at 8 am. and continues
throughout the day. Food and
souvenirs will be available at
booths. Parking will be ample
and no admission will be

Oul is heavi-
favored to the team
, Il be to

score its usual 100 or more
ts. “l know that Kailua

the crew mt undefeated as

Boys-16s two years ago and
kept its streak alive after
raduating into the 18s. “The

and Todd
with Howie
ueger's son,
Alan, are the crew veterans.
Mike Sterling and Paul Friese
ulgnod on fresh this season. “|
g find some competi-

UOn on Saturday,” their coach
said, “because u{m now they

haven't had muci

ALTHOUGH Ou , Kal
lua and Hui Nalu have had
little problems filling crew

plodhuom. most bfl::.:; 0;2
clubs are scram or
dlers. “This season's low turn-
out came as a shock,” Malama
said. She sald OHCRA officials
are determined to find out
the reason.
Fred Hemmings, a cham-
pion surfer and long-time Out-
rigger paddler, says the sport
has serious organizational
problems. “Clubs are started
with few and never
qet off the ground,” he said,
plus there are too many
"fluemmlna said that some
blueribbon events, like the
men's and women's senior
races, have low turnouts.
“These races should be the
feature events,” he said. Hem-
mings suggested that weak
clubs merge to make strong
ones.

“Don't get me wrong,” he
added, “I appreciate the well-
meaning volunteers, coaches
and officials. They try hard.

But some of their work,
unfortunately, is counter-
productive.”

Hemmings said he believes
that although the local organ-
izational structure is in sham-
bles, the sport can be saved.
“Paddling, just like any sport,
needs to be professionally
promoted,” he said. )




