Festival Gold Rush for Young Hawaii Spiker

By Harry Blauvelt

Star-Buletin Writer

The National Sports Festival presented
some unusual problems for Honolulu's Hugh
Foster, a member of the South volleyball
team that won the gold medal.

It was so warm and humid in Baton
Rouge, La. where the competition was held,
there was never any cold water. Foster gri-
maces when he recalls brushing his teeth
with hot water in the LSU dorms, which
were used to house the athletes.

The 16-year-old Foster was the youngest
player in the men's competition. He got so
excited before the championship match, he
started to hyperventilate.

Finally, on the return trip to Hawaii, Fos-
ter's plane was delayed four hours in Los
Angeles because a duck got caught in one of
the jet engines.

NEVERTHELESS, FOSTER was a catalyst
for the South team that won three of four
matches and upset the West in the gold
medal game last Tuesday night.

He had 24 kills, almost twice as many as
any other player, as the South avenged an
earlier setback to the West with a 16-14, 9-15,
155, 154 triumph. The West has played in
all six Festival finals, winning three.

“That opening loss to the West got us
really fired up,” said Foster, a 64%, 180-

under who will be a junior this fall at

'unahou School.

“They were really cocky,” he continued. “I
think they felt they had the tournament
wr?pod up after they beat us. “Before the
gold medal match, I was so psyched up, I
couldn’t even think straight.

“It was a great feeling to beat the West.

We really wanted to win and prove that
Hawaii volleyball is as good as any in the
country.”

FOSTER WAS REFERRING to the fact
that six of the 12 South players were from
Hawaii. Besides Foster, they included: Mike
Among, who is at University of Hawaii; Sio
Saipaia, a senior to-be at Punahou School;
Danny Mclnerny, a freshman at Loyola

“'We really wanted to win and prove
that Hawaii velleyball is as goed as
any in the country.”

Marymount in Los Angeles; Victor Pogpmga.
from Kauai, who plays for UH; and Pancho
g:lluo. from Hilo, who will be a freshman at

In addition, the South was coached by
Dave Shoji, who heads the men’s and
women'’s programs at UH.

Although Shoji has known Foster a long
time from an association at Outrigger Canoe
Club, he noted that he had never coached
the youngster until this competition. And he
admitted he wasn't sure how Foster would
perform.

“Until this year, I think everybody felt
Hugh might be good when he got older,”
Shoji said. “But he hadn't really proved him-
self. He played a little with the Outrigger
Open team this past spring and didn't really
distinguish himself on that level.

“But as far as I'm concerned, he was one
of the best players in the Festival and one
who improved as much as anybody there
over the two weeks. He gained a lot of
confidence from the tournament.”

THE FESTIVAL may well have been a
benchmark in Foster’s development.

“I think Hugh now has an appreciation of
what you have to do in gractlce 10 be a
really good player,” said Shoji. “He really
matured as a practice player. He turned his
work ethic around.

“In the tournament, he saw some real
g petition and met the He
got the big blocks and big hits when we
needed them. He gave a solid all-around
performance.”

“I wasn't at all put off about being the
youngest player,” Foster said. “The Festival
is one of the things I really wanted to go
for. I wanted to let people know I'll be good
someday.

“I realized it takes a lot of work all the
time to become college material. You can't
just do it once in a while.”

Shoji said Foster has “great tools and
fundamentals.” He predicts that with normal
progress, Foster will have his pick of any
school in the country when the time comes.

He also expects Foster to be a prospect
for the 1992 Olympics. “Everybody will keep
an eye on him now,” said Shoji.

“The Olympics are my long-range goal,”
said Foster, who comes from a family of
volleyball players. “First, I hope to get into a
powerhouse volleyball college, then play for
the US. National Team.”

Foster will spend what's left of the sum-
mer trlaylng volleyball at the Outrigger. “I
practically live there,” he laughed.

That seems like a good idea. Outrigger has
plenty of cold water and no ducks to cause
problems.

U.S. Olympic Basketball Facing Soviet Challenge

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) —
When the 1988 Olympics roll
around, the U.S. basketball team
will have a tough act to follow.
Who will be given the job of
trying to keep the gold medal
for America, of succeeding vola-
tile coach Bobby Knight?

o]"l w?uldn't rmll‘t lt—unlesls ;23
ympics are in Rome,” qui

St. Jo%n‘u Coach Lou Cargengcﬂ.
“Seriously, no I wouldn't want

the job. I'm more suited for
development.”

Carnesecca was one of eight
coaches for the men's and
women's teams at the National
Sports Festival, a testing ground
for future talent both on the
court and along the sidelines.

“WHOEVER GETS the 1988
job for Seoul is going to face a
tough time. Most likely the Rus-
sians are going to be there and

th;?"re loaded," said Carnesecca.
e should know. His club got
clobbered by the Soviets during
a European tour this summer.
“Everytime I see the Russians,
they look better. Had their No. 1
player (7-foot-1, 240-pound Arvi-
das Sabonis) been eligible for the
NBA, he'd have been right up
their with our No. 1s, probably
second behind (Georgetown's
Patrick) Ewing,” Carnesecca said.
Experience will be the big

edge the 1988 Soviets and most
other international teams will
have on the U.S. team. Most
European national teams have
been together for as long as 10
years, and the age of players
usually run from 18 to the early

The 1983 Games are slated for
Sept. 17 to Oct. 2, dates that
might prompt some coilege stars
to opt for pro basketball camps
rather than the Olympics.
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GOLD MEDAL WINNER—Hugh Foster, who'll be a junior at
Punahou School this fall, was the youngest player in the men’s
competition at the National Sports Festival in Baton Rouge, La.
He shows off his gold medal, which he earned as @ member
of the winning South volleyball team.




