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The undefeated Outrigger sophomore men's team of Billy Foytich, Keahi Farden, Chris Kincaid, Steve Van Lier Ribbink, Mike
Turner and Aka Hemmings (seated from front to back) makes a turn en route to its eighth consecutive victory.

Outrigger leaves no doubt
in state canoe championship

By Andy Yamaguchi

Adoertiser Staff Writer

Hold the asterisk.

Outrigger Canoe Club won the state
canoe championship yesterday with a big
fat exclamation point.

OCC, the General Motors of paddling,
took 13 of 31 races on murky Keehi La-
goon for a record 187 points in the
Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association state
championships.

It was Outrigger's second consecutive
state title.

Kailua edged Hui Nalu of Hawaii Kai
for second, 116 points to 115.

About 2,100 paddlers representing 39
clubs from the five main islands partici-
pated in events ranging from 12-year-
olds to makule (elders).

A showdown between Qahu's two un-
beaten clubs, Outrigger of Waikiki and
Ka Mo'i of Waianae, did not occur be-
cause Ka Mo'i stayed out. Ka Mo'i's koa
canoe was barred because its shape and
size do not meet HCRA specifications.

Ka Mo'i, champion of the Hui Wa'a as-
sociation, elected not to borrow a legal
canoe, a common practice.

Even so, nobody dared hang an as-
terisk on Outrigger's triumph.

“I think Ka Mo'i should have come,”
Kailua's Gary “Sword” Murakami said.
“But Outrigger is definitely too tough.”

Dan Kahler of Lokahi Canoe Club lent
this perspective: “We won the Hui Wa'a
last year — then went to the states on
Kauai and got destroyed.”

OCC, made up largely of white collars
who play as hard as they work, topped
100 points in every regatta this summer
in the most dominating season in memo-

ry.

OCC head coach Henry Ayau, a soft-
spoken man who is vice president of
commuter airline Reeves Air, said it is
the best Outrigger team he has ever
seen.

“And I've been with the club 25
years,” Ayau said. “This has been just
awesome.”

While Qutrigger was wrapping up this

season, two sideshows were going at
Keehi Lagoon that probably will affect
paddling’s future,

First, a contingent of 55 Tahitians was
there to race in exhibitions and learn
how Hawaiian canoe regattas are run.

The Tahitians — all-stars from 17
clubs — ended up teaching the locals a
few things, winning both races they
were in, against Hawaii's best boys' 16-
and 18-year-old paddlers.

In the boys' 18 exhibition, a half-miler,
they beat an Outrigger crew that had
not lost in three years (before the exhibi-
tion, OCC took its final by three lengths
but was disqualified on a technicality:
going outside a “buffer zone" before the
race).

“We're mad,” Outrigger's Howie Klem-
mer said of the disqualification.

But the Tahitians were fast, their
white paddle blades flashing at between
80 and 90 strokes per minute, They beat

See Outrigger on H-5




