Roughwater Swim Monday
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The 16th annual Wakiki Roughwater Swim,
one of the largest swimming contests in the
world, is scheduled to begin at 9:30 am. on
Labor Day.

The 2.375-mile swim starts at Sans Souci
Beach, crosses the bay off Waikiki and finishes
at the Duke Kahanamoku Beach fronting the
Hilton Hawaiian Village.

Historians have traced swimming races across
the bay at Waikiki as far back as 1910, when a
competition between the Halekulani Hotel and
the old Outrigger Canoe Club took place. In
1915, a swim competition was held from the
public bath house at Queen's Beach to the old
Outrigger Hotel. ;

In 1920, the Castle Swim was held on Thanks-
giving Day. It started from the home of Mrs.
James Castle (now the site of the Elks Club)
and finished at the old Outrigger Canoe Club. In
the late '20s, Buster Crabbe, an Olympic gold
medalist, won the event.

The Waikiki Roughwater Swim got its start in
1969. Honolulu swimmers Jim Cotton and Harry
Huffaker devised the original course off Wai-
kiki. In 1976, the course was standardized by
the Waikiki Swim Club to the current 2.375-mile
distance.

The race has grown to about 1,200 partici-
pants and last year staggered starts had to be
implemented.

The course record is 43 minutes, 47 seconds
set by Richard Heltzel last year. Heltzer finish-
ed a second ahead of Olympic champion Max
Metzker.

Kaili Chun, now an adult swimmer, was com-
peting in the age-group division in 1976 when
she established the women’s record of 47.47.
Chun has won the women's division of the race
seven times.

The roughwater swim is sponsored by the ]
Waikiki Roughwater Swim Committee and is
sanctioned by the United States Swimming As-
sociation. Proceeds from pledges benefit the
American Lung Association.




