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Women Vie
in Grueling
Canoe Race

By Cindy Luis
Star-Bulletin Writer

Whether talking about her
:lm m or her sixth com-
a‘noep(‘luh'l Mary Franco B:

word 10 describe Na

islands every year since the
race's lmp\fon’ in 1979. (The
race was ”?M’d due to high

seas in_1980).
At 17, the challenge was “’Juu
1o finish,” she said of the 1979
race when she paddled with Hui
Nalu, “We all were in awe of
the channel. It was the first time
and yﬂu weren't sure if you'd

“BUT THE MORE rou get
used to it, the easier it seems.
?:uctk then it seemed harder,

In Tﬂf’hn challenge was to
do better than the fourth-place
finish of '7%; she and her OCC

. She did ember.
“] had been paddling for
about five years, mostly
isitting first seat)" she
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: “Each year the race
changes, we learn things to

it hemeri ; Bmhj:ii“ n:;er
clun‘:d n our thinking that
this is the girls' race and we
want 0 let them get as much
out of it as they can.”

T-shirts, Portuguese sausage,
sweetbread. It gets harder each
year because everyone asks
everybody for money. We n
some corporate sponsorship but
haven't found it yet."
Twenty-one crews, the largest
field ever, have entered the
race, which begins at 7 am. at
Molokai's Hale O Lono Harbor.
It's also the est non-Hawail
field, with three tian crews,
two from California and one

from Canada.

“I'm thrilled that it's growms
like this internationally,” sai
Anderson. “The more teams the

ter.

Defending champion OCC is
favored to w P“;u second
straight title, fourth overall.
Only Outrigger and Hui Nalu,
with two titles, have ever won

this race.

0OCC's Traci Philips, a member
of last year's champs, was also
on the first crew that won in
'79. “Each year is different,” she
said. “I'll remember the '84 crew
because we were so strong. But
I'll always remember the first
time, being the first winners
ever.”

The first_crew is expected to
finish at Fort DeRussy Beach
around 1 pam. Last year's win-
ning time of six hours, 12
minutes, 11 seconds is the course
record.

The race is dedicated to the
late Lanakila Spencer, a member
of Hui Nalu's win.uin% crews of
1982 and '83. She died last year.




