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Outrigger women paddlers will defend title Sunday

By Carol Hogan
Special to The Advertirer

The Outrigger Canoe Club
will defend its title against 20
crews from Hawaii, California,
Canada and Tahiti in the sev-
?‘llh annual Na Wahine O Ke

ai Molokai-to-Oahu outrigger
canoe race Sunday.

The '40.8-mile Kaiwi Channel
crossing — for women crews
only culminates Oahu's
Aloha Week celebration.

The 21 teams represent the
largest field ever and includes
a first-time entry — the Whis-

tlers Canoe Club from Vancou-
ver, British Columbia.

The race begins at Hale O
Lono Harbor near Laau point
on Molokai at 7 am. and ends
at Fort DeRussy Beach near
the Hilton Hawaiian Village
pier. The first canoe is expect-
ed to finish at approximately 1

p.m.

Outrigger Canoe Club, which
won the first race in 1979 in 6
hours, 35 minutes and 14 sec-
onds, has dominated the race,
along with the Hui Nalu Canoe
Club.

The race was cancelled in

1980 because of 25- to 30-foot
surf and strong winds. Outrig-
ger won in 1981, then Hui Nalu
won in '82 and '83, setting a
record of 6:33:07.

Last year, Outrigger regained
the record. A team of Mary
Franco, Lesline Conner, Jeanne
Jenkins, Muffer Scully, Mary
Mason, . Katy Bourne, Sandra
Stanley, Kaiulu Downing, Traci
Phillips, Kisi Haine, Patty
Shaughnessy and Tiare Finney
made the crossing in 6:12:11.

Hui Nalu finished second in
6:27:01 and Off Shore of New-
port Beach, Calif., was third in

6:41:48. Hui Nalu and Off Shore
will compete Sunday.

Tahiti has tripled its entries,
with three crews competing.
Last year its Ihilani Teva crew,
the first women's entry from
French Polynesia, suffered a
mishap. The hull of its canoe
cracked and the vessel was
towed to Hawaii Kai.

Each team has 12 paddlers,
six of whom are in the boat at
any given time. The starting
crew will paddle for 30 consec-
utive minutes before the first
change is made. After that,
paddlers rotate turns.

Each canoe is accompanied
by an escort boat, on which
paddlers rest between rotations.
Also aboard the escort boat are
the coach, a race official and
the driver,

Sunday's race marks the first
_time that both a koa and fiber-
glass division will be represent-
ed. OCC and Hui Nalu used koa

canoes last year.

Canoes used by visiting teams
will be loaned by I clubs.
Canoes are shi| by barge to
Kaunakakai, Molokai, and then
moved to Hale O Lono by trail-
er.

The Na Wahine O Ke
(Women of the Sea) race wi
originated by 12 women, w!
wanted to give onemin

unity to compe
g‘p&on that was traditionally fo
men only. F

Race director Hannie Ander:
son, Nani Olds, Carleen Or.
nelles, Shelly Gilman and Pun:
Dawson are among the 1.
women pioneers who have con-
tinued to help organize the
competition.

The men’s Molokai race will
be held Oct. 13.




