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By Susan Manuel
Star-Bulletin Writer

HE seas between
Molokai and Oahu
this week are a
Tlhlllnn woman's
Ilk ;mTqu .hnd
e the lagoons they
dd{e in at ho
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njour. Bonjour. Bonjour.
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‘They greet strangers with
straight faces and formal
handshakes. Later, at dinner,

on the eve of the 40-mile
channel race when the all-
ets going.
they'll take to the stage,
shimmying and yelling and
singing, the American pad-
dlm watching in subdued

"This year, the sz\emn run-
ning nl Na Wahine O Ke Kai
across the Knlwl lemel
three crews from Tahiti wil
race in the 21-boat, all-female
field. Eight of the women
have been here before, part
of last year's unfortunate
crew that hulied, or flipped
over, four hours into the race,
their koa canoe hm:kmg up
against an escort boal

The women \71' Federlmm

Francaise  Pi Polyne-
sienne, or FFPI (rlro ue is
the canoe), arrived lolokai

‘ednesday in matching FFPP
red-and-white_flowel skirts
and jackets. Wasted and wait-

to change planes in Hono-

lulu, some slept in plastic

chairs, others played guitars
:md ukuleles and sang.

u n race very good

e of the calm,”

md Dollg Tmium a French

olynesian-looking

Three mmlm!m’ahmvrﬁmnmvmwmoh
between Molokai and Oahu this weekend, bringing their own
preparation.—Star-

-Bullenn photos by Mh

Paddling
the Calm
Tahitian Way

woman with close<cropped,
burntsienna hair and glant
swirls of red and white ear-
rings. “We have not the big
waves 1o surf with the
canoe."

The Tahitian women's
stroke appears to be made for
glassy water, and steerswom-
en have no training in riding

choj al
Tﬁyﬂrﬂke falls somewhere
between the Tahitian men's
straight backs and rapid, ram-
rod whips with large, straight
paddles; and the Hawailan
slow lean into the boat, pull-
ln%hongrurus of water.
hitian women keep
their torsos still, spines
straight, as they do when
dancing.’ But their arms and
shoulders move in a continu-
ous circle, showing off hil-
locks of muscles as the boat
glides gracefully through the
water
The women are teachers,
nurses, secretaries, waitresses
7wmev~hem between 17 and
33, the
’l‘he ulhcr clubs, Comite
Poly d)neuennr Pirogue, or CPP,
Teoatera, also belong to
, an organization equiva-
lent \D the Hawaii Canoe Rac-

Polynesia. The
have litle experience racing
together, since they were se-
lected from several clubs to
make up the three longis-
tance crews.

Emile Vernaudom, prest
dent of FFPP and mayor of
Mahina, oue ﬂf ‘Tahiti's 11
counties, is accompanying th
women. A thin, elegant mnn,
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