Stroker Lesline Conner (left) and OCC's winning wahine crew. ;

Colorful Win for OCC

By Jack Wyatt
Special to the Star-Bulletin

Outrigger Canoe Club won the
Na Wahine O Ke Kai—the
women's race from Molokai to
Oahu—in record time last year.

Yesterday, the defending
champs won the race once again
setting another record. Taking

hours, 50 minutes and 31 sec-
onds for the 408 miles, OCC's
women won in the slowest win-
ning time in the event's seven
years.

The course record is 6:1211
“Completely different condi-
tions,” OCC’s coach Tommy Con-
ner remarked.

THE COACH EXPLAINED that
yesterday’s slow times were due
to too many swells too close to-
gether. “Awful waves,” he said.
“Always the wrong angle for
good surfing.”

In addition to the fastest and
slowest winning times, Outrig-
ger's women can claim another
record—that of wearing, accord-

'

ing veteran wahine crew watch-
ers, the brightest and most out-
landish outfits ever worn by

ers.

“Hey, I'm just their coach,”
Conner said. “I'm not in charge
of apparel selection.”

It was Outrigger's fuchsia and
black striped two-piece bathing
suits and not the women's win-
ning performance that was the
talk of the finish-line crowd.
“It's no wonder they (OCC) won,”
California paddler Sarah Cooney
said. “They scared the competi-
tion away.” E

BRIGHT OUTFITS notwith-
standing, OCC blew away its 19-
club cnmigeuunn finishing 10%
minutes ahead of runner-up Off
Shore Canoe Club (7:01.03) of
California.

“We got off third at the start
(Hale O Lono) but by Laau Point
we caught up and were in first,”
OCC steersman Mary Franco

said.
OCC, pressed but never in dan-

ger, kept the lead to the finish.
“Outrigger simply made fewer
mistakes, especially in their fast
crew changes,” Off Shore's
Mindﬁ Clark said.

Although Outrigger won the
race handily, off-Island clubs
were encouraged with their sec-
ond through s xu‘?)lace finishes.

Lahaina, Maui (7:03.22) finished
third followed by a combined
crew from Hanalei, Kauai, and
Molokai (7:11.04); Canada's White
Raven Canoe Club (7:1422) and
Tahiti’s Marie Nui (7:16.07).

_HUI NALU, WHICH finished
eighth overall (7:24.16) despite se-
vere equipment problems, led
the three-canoe koa division. The
20-club comremwn began at
Molokai’s Hale O Lono
and ended at Waikiki's Ft. De-
Russy Beach.

Conner- credited Franco for
her steering prowess. ‘‘Those
were terrible waves,” Conner
said. “She did well to keep the
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