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Outrigger Tops 47-Team

Field for Molokai Race

By Jack Wyatt
Special to the va Bulletin

Two-time defending champ Outrigger Canoe
Club is heavily favored to win the annual
Bankoh Moloka'i Hoe canoe race on Sunday.
big question is which OCC crew will finish i

A record 47, ninepaddler crews are entered,
including three strong OCC teams—two in the
ren division and one in the masters' clm Race

clals agree that any one of OCC's crews could
win. “Definitely a race within a rlce." OCC's pad-
dler/coach Walter Guild said,

The 408mile race, from Molokai's Hale O Lono
Harbor to Waikiki's Ft. DeRussy Beach, is expect-
ed to finish around 1 p.m.

LAST YEAR, OUTRIGGER'S first crew set the
course record, finishing in five hours, 18 minutes
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undd 19 seconds. Koa and fiberglass canoes are
used.

Hawailan Canoe Racing Association's Michael
Tong} also rates Oum er the club to beat. Which
crew? Tongﬁ shrugs. umuer is at the top of its
cycle,” the HCRA president llld

Tongg explained that in just fielding three

crews while most clubs e to enter one, OCC
obiviously enjoys great paddler depth. “Outrigger’
canoes are also among the fastest,” he said.

Outrigger’s open crews lre steered by Aka Hem-
mings and Tommy Conner. The steersmen hope to
finish 12, in no particular order. “If I turn the last
buoy with a competitor,” Hel said, “I'm not
giving an inch. And that includes crews from of
our (OCC) other two boats.” Mike Holmes will helm
OCC's masters' boat.

The stronger,” Pickering

ED PICKERING, A PADDLER on
team, explained that instead of Ou
one allstar open crew they" ve ended u lh two
very good open teams. “Our enw (in the
Hemmings-steered boat) Is probably a shade

Hemmings ex;
three crews may
the water they're all business. “We try to aw:
conuct while practicing,” he

_s[‘l oI}ls mv‘n Is m m"lm
: m; e !ldd.lul are
lnl yun rvcord reaking

ng OCC's best also |llov- w"ﬂ
Cholce of the cluhl canoes. “That you

something,” he

But the unlu
crew is ranked
ik wel sur hl:e?”t“t I people with
think we'll surpri al of people our
pickups and lel?::vm (paddlers and canoes)."

OUTRIGGER'S INTRACLUB skirmish is good
news to Off Shore Canoe Club of oruw
other race favorites. “Let them battle,” Off 's
steersman/coach Billy Whitford sald, “and Just
maybe we'll sneak past them for a win.”

ffshore won the Moloka'i Hoe twice (198182
and Whitford said his crew is even stronger this
ear.
Y In addition to Off Shore, visiting teams to watch
include those from Australia, Canada, Tahiti and
Imua of California. “Kailua looks strong among
local crews,” Tongg said.

Tongg said that harsh channel weather could
become an equalizer. “The swells have been
and the wind strong most of the week," he
uddlng that “anything can happen under those
conditions.

With 12 Molokai Race wins, Waikiki Surf Club
leads OCC's 10 victories. “Surf Club's six-race win
streak took place over a couple decades uo,
paddler Rich Fermdez said, “and pad
niques have changed drastically since then."

ginning in the mid-1970s, the Tahitians an
Calllomh crews demonstrated to Island plddlm l

lllr.cd that while Outrigger's
gw pals lround the clubhouse, on ,
all

NAPOLEON CONOUIS‘I‘—Noppy Napoleon who has paddled in every Moloka-to-Oahv race
since 1958, received o koa bowl Wednesday night in recognifion of his achievement. Pictured
with Napoleon is his wife, Anona.—Star-Bulletin Photo by Dennis Oda.

more efficient stroke and a far better cmmdl
tioning program. “Obiviously ()uu'lg:I jearns fast
and takes its canoe racing seriously,” Fernadez
said of Outrigger’s six wins in 10 years.

With crews from three !orelgn countries, from

Tllinois and California plus all the Neighbor Is:
lnnds. Sunday’s race is truly international. “Could
is be the world ouu-lgger canoe rncing cham-
planshlp’ Fernadez asked.
Tongg nodded yes.




