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Canoe paddlers facé

rough channel ride

By Andy Yamaguchi
Advertiser Staff Writer

The channel is falling, but
not by too much.

Paddlers in tomorrow's 34th
Molokai-to-Oahu canoe race can
expect 6- to 8-foot swells on
Kaiwi Channel — half that of
midweek but big enough for a
wet, wild ride.

The bigger the better, old
hands say.

“We want holocaust condi-
tions,” veteran paddler Fred
Hemmings said.

Roy Matsuda, a forecaster at
the National Weather Service,
yesterday said a decrease in
this week’s strong trade winds
will mean 6- to 8-foot swells
and 15- to 25-knot winds by
Sunday on Kaiwi Channel, be-
tween Molokai and Oahu.

The calming trend all but
eliminates the possibility that
the race would have to be can-
celed. Race officials are pre-
pared to call it off if the chan-
nel is too rough.

“We won't make a decision
until Sunday morning,” race
director Mary Serrao said.

The strong trades were caus-
ed by a northeastern Pacific

-

molokai hoo

high-pressure cell that reach
its peak 48 hours ago, Matsu
said. A small-craft advisory (2%-
35 knots, the lowest official
warning status) is on.

Outrigger Canoe Club of
Honolulu, which has won six
the last 10 races and last ye
‘covered the 40.8 miles in
record time (5:18:19), is
favorite. Forty-seven crews a
entered from Hawaii, Tahiti,
Australia, California and Cana-
da_ b

The race starts at 7:.30 a.m. 3t
Hale O Lono Harbor and en
at Fort DeRussy Beach adja-
cent to Waikiki. ,

Spectators on Oahu probab
will be able to see the fir§t
canoes round Koko Head abogt
11:30 a.m. and off Diamo
Head about 12:15. The winn
probably will hit Fort
between 12:30 and 1:30.

The Waikiki Surf Club h
the most victories (12) in t
33-year history of the race,.ig-
cluding six in a row from 1

to '63. Outrigger, winner of t
]ast two races, has 10 vmtorl
overall. -
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