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Edges Tahiti by Two Minutes

Mike Gordon
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An unheralded team from Illi-
nois — yes, you read that cor-
rectly — came from behind to
out ddle a gritty Tahitian crew

win the 34th Bankoh Mo-
lolu I Hoe yesterday.

Say whai? Illinois?

You mean a crew from the
heartland beat a crew that Ha-
wlll paddlers affectionately note

“were born in canoes"?

Correct.

ILLINOIS BRIGADE 1, a team
of marathon river<anoe racers
that had not paddled together
this year until they arrived in
the Islands, finished the 40.8-mile
channel crossing in five hours,

33 minutes, four seconds.

Members of the winning crew
are: Serge Corbin, Joe Jonnson,
Jay Mittman, Bruce Barton, Al
Rudquist, Kurt Doberstein, Ed
Crozier, Tim Triebold and Mike
Fries. Only one member of the
crew is from lllinois. The rest
hail from Wisconsin, Michlg::.
New York, Montana and Quebec,

The lllinois crew paddled
swell-forswell with P 1, the
top crew from Tahiti's Federa-
tion Francaise Pirogue Polyne-
sienne, for more than eight
miles before taking the lead for
good as both crews rounded Dia-
mond Head. At times they were
paddling within four feet of
each other.

FFPP 1 finished second in
5:35:21. Off Shore Canoe Club, a
pre-race favorite along with de-

fending champ Outrigger Canoe
Club of Honolulu, was third in
5:35:40. It also was the first koa
boat 1o finish.

KAILUA CANOE CLUB,
fourth overall with a time of
5:39:23, was the first Hawall club
to cross the finish line.

OCC 1 was seventh overall;
OCC 2 eighth.

Weather conditions yesterday
were far tamer than the 18-foot
seas and 30-knot winds that had
blasted the channel for much of
last week. Instead, gusting winds
turned the sea into into non-
surfable chop b‘vs the ume a
small armada of noes nosed

to the starting lme outside of
olokai’s Hale O Lono Harbor.

Ironically, Illinois Brigade 1
used one of OCC's sleck fiber-
glass “rocket” boats. Last year,
six members of the wlnntng 1l
nois crew paddled a slower boat
to a 10th-place finish.

“We surprised ourselves,” said
Illinois’ paddier Everett Crozier,
42. “We don't do well on the
changes and the rough water
didn't help us any. But once we
hit flat water, we take off."

TO DO THAT, however, lllinois
Brigade 1 had to first chase
down the speedy Tahitians.
Paddling a blmmni
strokes per minute, FFPP 1 fair-
_I'y flew off the starting line.
eir churning, all-arm stroke
shed them t0 a %-mile lead
mid-channel.
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