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Ilinois Wins
Molokai Race

Continued from Page C:)
Without a local club in sight,

the race appeared to be for sec- |

ond place

t's when the lilinois crew

to move on the Tahitians,

re used to racing four to
five hours,” sald Al Rudquist, at
28 the youngest member of the
[llinols niadel rew. “We just
ran them down. It's always easi-
er when you're catching someo-
ne.

WITH 10 MILES 10 go, the gap
was down to about yards, a
distance that fluctuated with
each crew change. The Tahitians
nearly always brought their boat
to a complete stop when spelling
tired paddiers.

If it were not for a better
FFPP 1 steersman—a man who
milked every swell for its for
ward motion—Illinois might
have caught the Tahitians well
before Niu Valley. The Illinois
Brigade 1 steersman seemed to
be having a hard time with fish-
tailing

“We have a lot of paddlers in
marathon river paddling,” said
Crozier. “They're strong le.
We thought if we coul ay
with them (FFPP 1) in the big
water we could run them
down.”

Chris Kincaid, a member of
0OCC’s second crew—nicknamed
“The Brand X Crew"—said OCC
never even considered Illinois a

tential threat. “Maybe Tahiti,”

e said. “Maybe Off Shore,
maybe Imua. But Ilinois? They
must be damn good ‘Elddlers\
We'll have to do something dif-
ferent next year. Maybe w
both crews together,”

OCC DISTANCE coach Walter
Guild said his crew simply got
“outpaddled, right from the
start.”

The field, he said, was one of
the most competitive he's seen.
A record 48 crews entered and
finished the race—43 of them
within an hour of the winner.

‘It was a super race,” Guild
said. “T feel like I was involved

PADDLE BATTLE—Illinois Briga

- "

de lleh ad Tahiti's FFPP 1 battle for first place off Diamond Head yesterday. lllinois won th

40.8-mile Moloka'i Hoe men's canoe race in a non-record five hours, 33 minutes, four seconds.

in a really super event.”
Channel swells, Guild added,
were too close together for his
liking. “We had a hard time
keeping our boat at the kind of
hull speed we need to have to
be competitive. It wasn't a surf
in& day for anyone.”
uild also said he was sur
prised by Kailua's strong finish
Both clubs have raced in several

distance races, with OCC beating
Kailua on every occasion.
“You guys were solid. You
uys were solid all year long,"
suild told Kailua paddler and
steersman Kamoa Kalama

“EVERYBODY FOLLOWED
the Tahitians south,” Kalama
said. “But OCC and us, we
stayed north. They never got

away from us. We were fighting
back and forth and then we cut
in at Portlock—we got into our
kayak run."
ost of Kailua's paddlers, in-
cluding both steersmen, race
kayaks; hence they were famillar
with the currents off of Port-
lock, Kabala Beach and Diamond
Head,
Kailua's Masters crew also was

¥ rd

a surprise winner over 0CC's
Masters. Kailua finished 20th
overall in a time of 5:50.04.

“We worked hard, We always
thought we could beat Outrig-
ger,” said Kailua's Bob Cates Jr
“But it was a struggle to keep
the crew together. From race to
race we were always in danger
of breaking up.”




