Rosa switched to a kayak and found a career

Marshall Rosa
| got hooked'

By Carol Hogan

Special to The Advertiser

Marshall Rosa didn't choose
1o paddle kayaks. He was more
or less forced into it.

“1 started off escorting canoe
paddlers,” Rosa said. “I drove
the (escort) boat for Outrigger
Canoe Club. After a little while,
the paddlers kept telling me,
‘Hey, you gotta get in on it,
too.” So I tried.

“The next thing I knew I was
in the canoe and they were
yelling at me, ‘Come on, let's
go! Let's go.""

That was in 1972, and Rosa
has paddied ever since. But in
1980 he traded the one-bladed
Hawaiian outrigger paddle for
the double-bladed kayak style.

Rosa credits Mark Buck, a
fellow OCC paddier, for getting
him interested in kayaking.

When Buck participated in
the 1980 Kanaka Ikaika, the 38-
mile Molokai-to-Oahu kayak
race, Rosa was in the escort
boat,

After the race, Buck left his
kayak at Rosa's home near
Maunalua Bay. The temptation
was strong to try it, but the
result wasn't promising.

“I got on and fell off and
kept falling off,” Rosa said. I
gave up and brought it out of
the water. My wife Barbara
said ‘let me try it." She jumped
on and just paddled away.

“l was mad then. Typical
man.”

But Rosa watched his wife
navigate the kayak and eventu-
ally discovered what he was
doing wrong. A few days later
he was catching waves.

“1 got hooked,” he said. “I
guess the reason I really got

involved was because I couldn’t
make canoe practices after
work but I could get on the
kayak and go out and train by
myself and still get a good
workout.”

After involvement came com-
petition. Rosa finished seventh
in his first Kanaka lkaika in
1981, was third in '83, and sec-
ond in '84 and '85. In each of
the last two years, Oscar Cha-
lupsky of South Africa has won
the event.

Rosa said his primary goal at
first was to defeat Grant
Kenny, a former member of the
Australian Olympic kayak team
and a Kanaka Ikaika winner.
He did that in 1984.

“Now my goal is to win the
race,” said Rosa, who's won
every kayaking event in Ha-
waii except that one.

In 1984, he had goals beyond

Hawaii. He took part in the K1
(single-person kayak) competi-
tion at the Summer Olympics in
California and was one of 24
selected for the trials. How-
ever, he didn't make the Kl
team when it was narrowed to
eight members.

“1 got a lot of experience and
was very happy,” Rosa said. “it
felt good to be part of the 24
picked because I'd never had
any esperience with that type
of racing.”

While in California, Rosa was
part of an international K4
(four-man kayak) team during a
meet at Lake Casitas.

Paddling is Rosa's relaxation
from his work as a housing
contractor and kayak manufac-
turer.

“I come home from a bad day
at work and go cut there on
the ocean and feel very relaxed

e

e
because | forget about eyxery
thing else — all the frustre
tions of land,” he said.

He wants others to shafé the
feeling. In 1984, Rosa enyisiot-
ed a winter-spring p%sllng
season that would dowetail
kayak and canoe paddling. So
he formed the Hawaii Kaydk
Racing Association and_gstab
lished a series of racessthat
begin after the canoe seasen fi-
nale — the Molokai-to:DaHu
race. -

The kayak season begins in
November with five- to-eight-
mile races. Distances increasc
as May approaches, and theréis
an 18-mile shoreline event just
before Kanaka Ikaika.

“What I'm doing is trying to
get everybody in shape for
canoe season,” Rosa said.

What he has done is create;s
paddling season without end




