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what might be done to get them
hack into competitive racing,”
Joan Oshorne said.

This was in mid-March, and
on March 24, Mrs. Dowsett, then
9. died. “On March 24, Mother
was in the hospital for some
tests, and | signed the trophy
out with her housekeeper to
have B.D. Howes Jewelers iden-
tify its hallmark. About 4 in the
afternoon, I stopped at home on
the wayv to Mother’s, the trophy
in a brown Safeway bag, when
the phone rang. It was my
brother Sherry calling to say
that Mother had just died.

“We kept the trophy in the
house overnight, and rather
than return it to a vacant house,
we put it in a security storage
box the next day.” The other
nine trophies were removed
from the house by Osborne’s
brothers, “who threatened to
bring suit against me for the
return of the Kalakaua Cup,”
she added.

In October 1981, the court de-
cided that the trophies were not
part of Mrs. Dowsett’s estate,
and that ownership rested with
the Hawaiian Island Star Fleet.
As its listed fleet captain, Laurie
Dowsett became the custodian.
He already had the others. Fur-
ther court action was initiated
by the majorltY of the members
of the Hawaiian Island Star
Fleet for return of all the

trophies for their historic value.

Earlier this month the court
decided that thev would become
the property of the Hawaii Mari-
time Center, “and be returned
to active vacht racing competi-
tion as soon as possible.” The
Kalakaua Cup will be perma-
nently displayed at the center
when it is built, and be removed
only for award presentations
and engraving, and be immedi-
atelv returned. Until then, they
are stored in a bank vault.

The Kalakaua trophy and the
other nine were to have been
exhibited at the Outrigger
Canoe Club last night to the sur-
viving members of the 1941
Hawaiian Islands Star Fleet, but
it was this last provision that
changed the Osbornes’ plans.

An attorney representing
Laurie Dowsett insisted that the
organizers of the Hawaii Mari-
time Center follow the court’s
decision, and since the trophy
was neither to be presented to a
race winner nor engraved, it
must remain in the bank vault.
It was there that it was photo-
graphed yesterday afternoon.

So at last night's reception,
the other nine trophies were
exhibited with Lloyd Osborne’s
oster board cutout of the Kala-
caua trophy. The actual trophy
will make its first public appear-
ance in 45 years on July 4th
when it will again be awarded
to the winner of the annual
yachting regatta.




