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- Legislators endorse ‘Aloha Spirit’

g LB

WS ‘essence of the law’ in Islands

a Donna Reyes
Government lumu
m could be more fitting for the Aloha
thln an “Aloha Spirit” law?
lawmakers yesterday endorsed the

t and sent to Gov. George AriYoshi
a bill that “expresses aloha as the essence of

- t-he law in the state of Hawaii.”

~ As if that weren't enough, lawmakers also
on final reading a bill designating
canoe paddling as the official state

nam sport of Hawaii.
. To'top it off, lawmakers — who last year

j 'olﬁcxally named the humuhumunukunukua-

pua‘a the state fish — have also adopted a

. resolution designating black coral as the offi-

-----

| cial state gem of Hawaii.

The aloha bill says Aloha Spirit is a state of
mind, an attitude and a charaeteristic of rela-
tionships between people. In going about their
duties, the measure says, the governor, his
Cabinet, the Legislature, the courts and others
in state government “may contemplate and

reside with the life force and give considera-
tion to the Aloha Spirit.”

House Speaker Henry Haalilio Peters
defended the bill, saying, “The Aloha Spirit is
an integral part of Hawaii. It's not words
alone — it's a way of life. And it's a good
message to share with the rest of the world
and amongst ourselves as well.”

But not everyone was for it. The bill, which
had passed the Senate earlier, was approved
41-10 yesterday in the House with mostly
Republicans voting against.

GOP Rep. Michael Liu said the bill “makes
a mockery of the sentiment of aloha.”

“I think some strange things could happen,”
he said. He suggested that a judge might let
off an accused thief “because I felt he emitted
some sort of feeling of aloha in his comments
to the'court.”

Said Minority Floor Leader Donna Ikeda:
“They put in something about ‘the life force,’
Now we're going to have to go around and
say, ‘May the force be with you.' It reminds
me of ‘Star Wars.”




